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Israel, the U.S. and Reform 


To the Editor: 

I think you presumed far too much 
when you wrote in your editorial that 
“the conscience of every sensitive Ameri- 
can must still smart over the role played 
by our government in the vote of censure 
leveled against Israel in the UN Security 
Council.” I am a fairly “sensitive Ameri- 
can,” and, in addition, a sensitive, but 
sensible, Jew, and I can assure you that 
my conscience does not smart. On the con- 
trary, in the light of recent happenings 
in Israel and the behavior of rabid Zion- 
ists here, I have been sorely distressed, 
and almost ashamed of being a Jew. 

Israel belongs to the UN but defies its 
edicts, and Zionists living here, but act- 
ing more like Israelis than Americans, 
have the effrontery to fling abuse at our 
Secretary of State and our government 
because for once we do not show Israel 
our usual favoritism, but instead stand by 
the UN verdict. In your pro-Israel, anti- 
American editorial you mention the Kibya 
incident only once, not by way of criti- 
cism of a dastardly and murderous raid, 
which it definitely was regardless of the 
plea of retaliation, but only because it 
“beclouds the last days of Ben Gurion.” 
Do two wrongs make a right? Or is 
Israel willing to sink to the level of the 
Arabs and be judged by their standards? 
When are they going to grow up and earn 
the respect of right-thinking people by 
acting like a sovereign state and abiding 
by the mandates of the United Nations to 
which they belong? .. . 

Where do you come in, as a Reform 
Judaism rabbi, to fly to the defense of the 
Israeli government and practically attack 
your own government in a political matter 
that has been decided against Israel by 
the UN? The Israeli government, to 
placate the Orthodox, does not even rec- 
ognize you and me as Jews at all, how- 
ever welcoming our subscriptions to their 
bond issues and our contributions to 
UJA. 

Leonarp J. Wotr 
New York, N. Y. 


To the Editor: 
. . Has it become the policy of the 


=saam=MAIL COUPON TODAY !==eee9 }eads of the Union of American Hebrew 


g Congregations to make the UAHC an 
® auxiliary to the State of Israel? .. . 


Kraus J. HerRMANN 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


' Dr. S. Roprnson 

; Asheville, N. C. 

7 

5 To the Editor: 

a Your January editorial made me 
# retch. Ags 

7 

| 


To the Editor: 

. Am I correct in assuming that the 
editorial had the support of the entire 
Editorial Board? If this is true, then | 
can only feel that I am in the wrong 
house of worship, for My Country comes 
ahead of my Church. I cannot condone 
any attacks on our State Department in 
behalf of a foreign country. 

L. S. KArreN 
Fort Worth, 


Texas 


Heaven Help the Rabbi’s Wife 
(cont'd) 
To the Editor: 

The wail from a rabbi’s wife in your 
Purim issue must have been written 
during a melancholy mood, The author’s 
focus is all wrong. Certainly there are 
difficulties in being a rabbi’s wife, but 
so are there in any challenge. The task 
merely requires some maturity and the 
power to make adjustments. The petty 
gossip and other inconveniences are 
greatly overshadowed by the real joys and 
pleasure, and, yes, advantages of being 
the helpmate of one who gets immense 
satisfaction from a life devoted to doing 
good. Some of that satisfaction inevitably 
“rubs off” on the rabbi’s wife. True, the 
rabbi’s wife sees a few people at their 
worst, but she sees so many more at their 
best that she must deem herself, on the 
whole, very fortunate indeed. 

Mrs. Sanrorp E, 
Calif. 


ROSEN 
San Mateo, 


To the Editor: 

Nothing could be more foolhardy than 
for a male to interpose himself between 
two arguing females. I am inclined to 
agree with the anonymous rebbitzin, al- 
though I would guess that opinions are 
about evenly divided. 

I once served a congregation in which 
my wife was rather roundly criticized, 
behind our backs, for not attending serv- 
ices. I betray no secret when I reveal that 
these criticisms were voiced during the 
periods when she was pregnant. Actually, 
she attended quite frequently, but each 
abstinence occasioned talk from many 
people who themselves saw the _ inside 
of the temple only twice a year. I left 
that congregation quite voluntarily. 

In another town, one of the temple 
officials told my wife she was expected to 
attend all women’s gatherings in the 
community. Our children were then aged 
one and two and a half. When my wife 
said she might miss some meetings be- 
cause of the baby sitting cost, Mr. VIP 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Israel, the U.S. and Reform 


To the Editor: 

I think you presumed far too much 
when you wrote in your editorial that 
“the conscience of every sensitive Ameri- 
can must still smart over the role played 
by our government in the vote of censure 
leveled against Israe] in the UN Security 
Council.” I am a fairly “sensitive Ameri- 
can,” and, in addition, a sensitive, but 
sensible, Jew, and I can assure you that 
my conscience does not smart. On the con- 
trary, in the light of recent happenings 
in Israel and the behavior of rabid Zion- 
ists here, I have been sorely distressed, 
and almost ashamed of being a Jew. 

Israel belongs to the UN but defies its 
edicts, and Zionists living here, but act- 
ing more like Israelis than Americans, 
have the effrontery to fling abuse at our 
Secretary of State and our government 
because for once we do not show Israel 
our usual favoritism, but instead stand by 
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which it definitely was regardless of the 
plea of retaliation, but only because it 
“beclouds the last days of Ben Gurion.” 
Do two wrongs make a right? Or is 
Israel willing to sink to the level of the 
Arabs and be judged by their standards? 
When are they going to grow up and earn 
the respect of right-thinking people by 
acting like a sovereign state and abiding 
by the mandates of the United Nations to 
which they belong? .. . 

Where do you come in, as a Reform 
Judaism rabbi, to fly to the defense of the 
Israeli government and practically attack 
your own government in a political matter 
that has been decided against Israel by 
the UN? The Israeli government, to 
placate the Orthodox, does not even rec- 
ognize you and me as Jews at all, how- 
ever welcoming our subscriptions to their 
bond issues and our contributions to 
UJA. 

Leonarp J. Woir 
New York, N. Y. 


To the Editor: 
. . Has it become the policy of the 
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g Congregations to make the UAHC an 
® auxiliary to the State of Israel? .. . 


Dr. S. Rospinson 
Asheville, N.C. 


To the Editor: 
Your January 
retch. ... 


editorial made me 


Kraus J. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


HERRMANN 


To the Editor: 

. Am I correct in assuming that the 
editorial had the support of the entire 
Editorial Board? If this is true, then | 
can only feel that I am in the wrong 
house of worship, for My Country comes 
ahead of my Church. I cannot condone 
any attacks on our State Department in 
behalf of a foreign country. 

L. S. Karren 


Fort Worth, Texas 


Heaven Help the Rabbi’s Wife 
(cont’d) 
To the Editor: 

The wail from a rabbi’s wife in your 
Purim issue must have been written 
during a melancholy mood. The author’s 


focus is all wrong. Certainly there are 
5 ) 
difficulties in being a rabbi’s wife, but 
so are there in any challenge. The task 
ry 
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pleasure, and, yes, advantages of being 
the helpmate of one who gets immense 


satisfaction from a life devoted to doing 
good. Some of that satisfaction inevitably 
“rubs off” on the rabbi’s wife. True, the 
rabbi’s wife a few people at their 
worst, but she sees so many more at their 
best that she must deem herself, on the 
whole, fortunate indeed. 
Mrs. Sanrorp E, 
Calif. 
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To the Editor: 

Nothing could be more foolhardy than 
for a male to interpose himself between 
two arguing females. I am inclined to 
agree with the anonymous rebbitzin, al- 
though I would guess that opinions are 
about evenly divided. 

I once served a congregation in which 
my wife was rather roundly criticized, 
behind our backs, for not attending serv- 
ices. I betray no secret when I reveal that 
these criticisms were voiced during the 


periods when she was pregnant. Actually, 
she attended quite frequently, but each 


abstinence occasioned talk from many 
people who themselves saw the _ inside 
of the temple only twice a year. I left 
that congregation quite voluntarily. 

In another town, one of the temple 
officials told my wife she was expected to 
attend all women’s gatherings in the 
community. Our children were then aged 
one and two and a half. When my wife 
said she might miss some meetings be- 
cause of the baby sitting cost, Mr. VIP 
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Editorial Comment 


300 


No MATTER HOW YOU PRONOUNCE IT, 
tercentenary is a big word, and the 
special Tercentenary affecting Ameri- 
can Jews this year also represents a 
big concept. Many observances of this 
milestone will be valuable if they but 
remind Jews of the unprecedented at- 
mosphere of equality which we enjoy 
here, and non-Jews of how long and 
glowing is Judaism’s list of gifts to 
America. 

The celebrations will be vacuous, 
however, unless they prompt us to 
deeper thought about some of the 
basic questions associated with Jewish- 
ness. If it be true that America is 
better because of what it received 
from Judaism, we must ask ourselves 
what we have done to augment that 
contribution. If it is true that a galaxy 
of Jews can be cited as heroes of 
American history, we must ask why 
» many of them have shown so little 
interest in their faith. 

These considerations buttress what 
Dr. Maurice Eisendrath, UAHC presi- 
dent, has contended in his several ter- 
centenary pronouncements, that our 
celebrations should stress the spiritual 
elements in Judaism, and that the end 
result should be the deepening of our 
faith. Just as there are marginal 
Americans, so there are marginal 
Jews. May the tercentenary be an 
augury of the time when those Jews 
who want to leave the fold may be 
permitted to do so in peace but when 
fewer will want to depart because of 
the joy and wisdom they will derive 
from the irresistible programs which 
modern religious institutions will fash- 
ion during the fourth century of the 
American-Jewish saga. 


43 


' The last convention of the “Union” 


was one of the largest Jewish religious 
convocations on record. From all in- 
dications, the next convention, set for 
February 13-17, 1955, in Los Angeles, 
may exceed the last one in attendance, 
but will certainly surpass all others 
in the critical character of the de- 
cisions to be made. According to the 
plans formulated by the national 
Union board, the Los Angeles Bien- 
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nial Assembly will strive to hammer 
out a platform which will show the 
world just where Reform stands. The 
threefold slogan of the convention, 
Ethics, Education, and Exaltation, is 
designed to challenge the delegates to 
decide where they want to go in the 
fields of social action, adult study, 
and style of worship. The Union 
leadership by no means wants una- 
nimity; it prefers the vigorous give- 
and-take of stimulating discussions. 
Hence, every congregant should make 
sure that his temple is represented with 
a full complement of delegates and 
alternates. It should also be borne in 
mind that, aside from delegates, visi- 
tors are welcome. So, in the words of 
the announcements, if “you want to 
get the ‘feel’ of the Reform movement, 
and if you are counting on a winter 
vacation next year,” start planning 
now to attend the convention, or 
rather, conventions, for the Sister- 
hood’s Twentieth Biennial Assembly, 
and the National Association of 
Temple Secretaries’ Seventh Conven- 
tion occur at the same time. 


9715 


No matter how gloomy the past, how 
doleful our mood, and how far short 
we have fallen from meeting earlier 
goals, the coming of the New Year 
buoys us up with fresh hope and re- 
newed zest. Indeed, the aim of the 
New Year ritual is to provide us with 
that therapy of the soul which will en- 
able us to resist the temptation to 
capitulate to despair and dismay. The 
exquisite liturgy of the Union Prayer- 
book, which we will soon rehearse, is 
designed to lift us out of despondency 
as well as provide us with a better 
view of neglected inner Godliness. 

Jewish doctrine teaches us that man, 
without God, is rootless; and also that 
God, without man’s cooperation, is 
incomplete. The Hebrew word for 
completeness, significantly, is related 
to the Hebrew word for peace. It is 
the prayer of the UAHC president, its 
officers, board, and staff, plus that 
of the Sisterhood, Brotherhood, and 
Youth leaders, that the New Year will 
bring to you and your family, as well 
as to the entire human family, the 
blessing of genuine sholom. 
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What Is American Jewry’s 
Greatest Achiewement? 


by 

Horace M. Kallen 
Ludwig Lewisohn 
Abram V. Goodman 
Philip Klutznick 
Robert Gordis 
Edgar F. Magnin 
Cecil Roth 


The American Idea 


f wave your REQUEST for a word 
regarding the “Major Achievement of 
American Judaism.” I presume you 
mean the alterations in ways of life, 
thought, and belief of the Jewish 
communities of the United States. 
What seems to me most notable in 
these matters is the alteration of struc- 
ture and function of communal in- 
stitutions, including their doctrines, 
disciplines and functionaries, under 
the unconscious influences of the 
American milieu and the conscious in- 
spiration of the American Idea. As 
many of these changes have been 
fundamentally centrifugal, I regard 
the paramount necessity of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community to be a system 
of progressive Jewish education which 
will not merely arrest the centrifugal 
process, but so impart understanding 
of, and loyalty to, the totality of Jew- 
ish being that it will assure its growth 
and enrichment as a vital supporter 
of the American Idea. 
Professor Horace M. Kallen 
New School for Social 
Research, New York 


American sewry may, I think, be 
said to have consolidated its civic and 
social freedom and to have built up 
institutions by means of which this 
civic and social freedom may be util- 
ized. We must not, of course, omit the 
economic structure which has made 
possible the building of these institu- 
tions, from temple and synagogue to 
school and university, from hospital 
to Jewish Center. In brief, we have all 





the instrumentalities through which 
the Jewish spirit can express itself. 
Hitherto, the chief expression has been 
in the fields of welfare and charity. 
The maturing of the American Jewish 
community will require, if it is to 
become a fact, that from now on these 
instrumentalities be used for spiritual 
and intellectual creativity, for the cul- 
tivation of Jewish faith and form, 
learning and liberty, for an increased 
Jewish self-affirmation and_ self-sub- 
sistence, in order that our contribu- 
tions to American culture and civiliza- 
tion be no longer copies of what al- 
ready exists in America, but the free 
and characteristic expressions of the 
permanent and unique spirit of Ju- 
daism. 

It has been asserted with 
warmth that America is not a part of 
the traditional “Exile.” This lifting 
of America out of the area of the 
spiritual gola can, in truth, be ac- 
complished if, without the slightest 
relinquishment of Western and Ameri- 
can values, the Jewish community of 
America sets about the creation and 
reconfirmation of its own values and 
labors and the clarification of its own 
historic character. 

Professor Ludwig Lewisohn 
Brandeis University, 
Waltham, Mass. 


some 


A Process 
of Cross-Fertilization 


f am nor one to hobble American 
Judaism by limiting it to one particu- 
lar philosophy or one private clique. 
American Judaism ranges all the way 
from the Chasidic tsadik in Williams- 
burg to the “Reverend Doctors” who 


IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE TER- 
CENTENARY, A GROUP OF DIS- 
TINGUISHED JEWISH THINKERS 
WERE ASKED TO SUMMARIZE 
WHAT THEY THOUGHT WAS THE 
CHIEF ACHIEVEMENT OF AMERI- 


CAN JEWRY. 


officiate at weddings reported in Mon. 
day morning’s Times. Judaism in 
America is rich, varied, and lacking 
any official variety duly approved by 
a chief rabbi’s hechsher, as in Eng- 
land. Therein lies its strength and its 
greatest achievement. 

American Judaism has vitality just 
because it is not shackled to a specific 
norm. It would have been a calamity 


if Orthodox Judaism had throttled the § 


' 
F 


Reform movement when it first ap- 
peared. It would have been equally 
disastrous if there had been no Ortho- 
doxy with its roots in tradition to pass 
on to Liberal Judaism some of the val- | 
ues in ritual and custom we _ had 
temporarily discarded. 

Each of the three manifestations of 
Torah in our country is strong in its 
own right. Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reform Judaism have developed their 
own institutions and maintained their 
own laboratories where the problems 
of our faith were tested for the Amer- 
ican scene. The results of these ex- 
periments have been exchanged by a 
process of cross-fertilization. 

American Judaism is not in need of 
religious uniformity. What is required 
is respect and appreciation for the 
contributions which each segment has 
made to the life of our time. 

Rabbi Abram V. Goodman 
Temple Sinai of Long Island, 
Lawrence, N. Y. 


Unprecedented 
Largesse 


Jusr AS WE ASSOCIATE the fifteenth- 











century Jewish community of Spain 
with the Golden Age of Jewish cul- | 
ture, the pre-war Polish community | 
AMERICAN JUDAISM | 
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with religion and piety, and the Ger- 
man community with Juedische Wis- 
senschaft, so will the historian say, in 
my opinion, that the major accom- 
plishment of American Jewry is phi- 
lanthropy. It has been a distinguish- 
ing characteristic of American Jewry 
ever since the first handful of Jews 
in New Amsterdam pledged Governor 
Stuyvesant as a condition of settlement 
that they would be responsible for 
their poor. Out of it has grown up a 
tradition and a practice unprecedented 
in the history of our people. 

What Jewish community in all 
history has poured out its largesse 
with greater liberality over a longer 
period of time? 

During the past generation we have 
seen the extraordinary generosity of 
the American Jewish community in 
meeting the demands for succor and 
relief made by the influx of immi- 
grants, by our stricken European 
brethren in the aftermath of two 
world wars, and in the upbuilding of 
our homeland in Israel. Under the 
pressure of these challenges, we have 
learned to work together in a spirit 
of voluntary cooneration and collabo- 
ration. 

Philanthropy has proved to be the 
common ground where all Jews can 
meet, né matter what their ideologies 
or beliefs may be. It is in this spirit 
of voluntary cooperation that our great 
communal structure was erected, and 
out of this philanthropic activity that 
our leadership has emerged. Philan- 
thropy has provided the American 
Jewish community with a record of 
achievement of which it may justly 
be proud. In its spirit the seeds have 
been sown of an ever greater future 
achievement by the American Jewish 
community. 

Philip M. Klutznick 
President, B’nai B'rith 


A New Type 
of Synagogue 


D urine TERCENTENARY TIME deserved 
tribute is being paid to American 
Jewry for its feats in the fields of 
philanthropy, the defense of Jewish 
rights and the upbuilding of the State 
of Israel. What is often overlooked 
is our contributions to the vitality of 
Judaism, through an institution which 
is characteristically American and not 
merely a replica of older forms. I 
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mean, the synagogue. The novelty 
of the American Synagogue has been 
obscured by its being confused with 
the building in which the synagogue 
was housed in earlier communities. 
In the past, the synagogue building 
always served a variety of communal 
purposes, conventionally subsumed un- 
der the three headings of study, 
assembly, and prayer. But these ac- 
tivities were only physically centered 
in the synagogue structure. There was 
no organic unity underlying them all. 
But here the synagogue building be- 
came transformed into an institution, 
stimulating and ministering to all the 
spiritual needs of the Jewish commu- 
nity in the broadest sense, making pro- 
vision for group worship, community 
organization and education of chil- 
dren, youth and adults. This far- 
reaching change is reflected in the 
appearance of a new name for the 
institution, representing a new con- 
cept, the Synagogue Center. 

The Community Center, becoming 
“Judaized,” is another 
the arma- 


increasingly 
American contribution to 
mentarium of Jewish group survival. 

Both institutions may well supply 
the answer to pressing social, cultural, 
and moral problems confronting world 
Jewry in South America, South Africa, 
Western Europe, and Israel. But what 
is most significant about American 


Jewry is that its destiny lies before 


it and not behind it. 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Associate Professor of 
Biblical: Exegesis, 
Jewish Theological 
Seminary, New York 


intelligibility 


Tit GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT of 
American Judaism was to make Ju- 
daism intelligible to the people of this 
country. It became a flexible, living 
thing instead of a mass of dead and 
obsolete customs, laws, and mere 
forms. It enabled the Jew to pray 
from his heart and not simply by 
moving his lips. However, this does 
not mean that everything in Judaism 
that is not understood by American 
Jews is necessarily obsolete or use- 
less. Many of our old customs were 
eliminated in the first stages of Re- 
form, which was like a revolution, but 
we are now beginning to bring them 
back again. They have been changed 


somewhat and their meanings have 
been modernized, giving them more 
value, but it was a mistake to have 
eliminated them in the first place. A 
religion like Judaism has roots. It 
must ever represent a blending of the 
old and the new, of sentiment and 
tradition, common sense and moder- 
nity. 

Two great weaknesses of Reform 
Judaism are that with some people 
it has become orthodox, in other words. 
static; and to others it has become 
purely negative. Too many of our 
people are “I don’t have to” Jews. 
They know they don’t have to do this 
or do that, but they don’t know what 
they have to do. Because of the liberal 
stress, they have become anarchists 
as far as religion is concerned. 

A religion that makes no demands 
on people is bound to be weak and 
lose ground. Naturally, any liberal 
creed cannot have the same hold on 
the average person as a religion that 
instils fear and insists upon discipline 
and the observance of one hundred 
and one rules and formulae. But there 
is a happy medium in all these things. 

Some day the Jew will realize the 
value of his heritage and without 
compulsion, fear, superstition or myth, 
make his Judaism an even more vital 
thing, vibrant and powerful both in 
his own life and in the lives of others. 
American Judaism needs a revival but 





PETER STUYVESANT IS SHOWN 


ship bearing 23 Jews, 
whose arrival at New Amsterdam 
is being commemorated in_ this 
year’s tercentennial observance. 
Photo is from new UAHC book, 
The Jews Settle in New Amsterdam: 
1654, based on a “Union” film- 
strip. Author is Samuel Grand, di- 
rector of UAHC audio-visual de- 
partment. 


awaiting 





not the kind that has to do with mere 
organization, speeches or gimmicks. It 
must be a revival from within the 
individual. Only then will it be a 
worthy continuation of the great faith 
that our fathers have cherished through 
so many ages. 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


The 
Synagogue-Centered 
Community 


f am incLiNeD To THINK that the 
major achievement of American Ju- 
daism has been to revive the idea of 
the Jewish community. The great fail- 
ure of emancipated Jewry in the West- 
ern world was its reinterpretation of 
the Synagogue in terms of the Church: 
a center of prayer almost divorced 
from life. This did not so much matter 
when that life was basically Jewish, 
but late in the nineteenth century the 
rift became tragically obvious. The 
new American Jewish conception of 
the Jewish community centering on 
the Synagogue, but with its constant 
round of cultural and _ philanthropic 
and social and educational activi- 
ties, extending over seven days of 
the week, has brought back to the 
Western world something of the 
warmth and intensity that Eastern 
European Jewish life once knew. This 
idea, moreover, is slowly beginning 
to penetrate, from America, into the 
Jewish communities of the Western 
Hemisphere. The achievement to 
which I have alluded is that of Ameri- 
can Judaism generally, not that of 
any one section thereof; though per- 
haps it is true today that the Reform 
wing which at one time swung furthest 
away from the conception of the Jew- 
ish community has been foremost in 
this development and has thereby 
profoundly influenced all sections of 
American Jewry. Will this be perpetu- 
ated? It depends on one thing only, 
Education: and an education which 
will inculcate Jewish fundamentals, 
not merely picturesque superficiali- 
ties. For the Jewish community is 
hollow if it is dependent, not on in- 


ternal conviction, but on external 
pressure. 
Dr. Cecil Roth 
Oxford University, 
Cambridge, England 
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Ils Reform Really 


Returning to 


Ceremonialism? 


by Herbert S. Waller 


T..: PRESENT DEBATE over the so- 
called “return to ceremonialism” in 
Reform Judaism is unrewarding and 
often misleading. Implications and 
fears have been voiced as to what is 
indicated by the results of the recent 
survey of Reform Jewish practices 
conducted by the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Brotherhoods. Most of 
these fears are not justified by the 
facts. 

Last year, in a discussion at a 
UAHC regional convention the ques- 
tion was asked: “Do you want to go 
back to hats, phylacteries, and prayer 
shawls; to the chupo at weddings, and 
to the dietary laws?” The question 
would suggest that some or, perhaps 
many, congregations have indeed re- 
turned to these practices. We do not 
know of even one such Reform con- 
gregation. There may be congrega- 
tions which are moving towards Re- 
form because of basic convictions but 
which have not yet completely adopted 
ceremonial practices typical of Re- 
form. Such transitional situations 
should not be misconstrued as a re- 
turn to “Orthodoxy.” 

But, surely, some ceremonies have 
recently been introduced into Reform 
congregations, you may say. Yes, over 
the past fifteen years a number of 
congregations have included in the 
Friday night service the lighting of 
candles. The service appears in our 
Union Prayerbook as revised in 1940. 
(The kindling of lights on the pulpit 
in the Sabbath service would, of 
course, be strictly forbidden in the 
traditional synagogue.) Some congre- 
gations have a Kiddush service. On 
the High Holydays, some congrega- 
tions which formerly used a cornet 
or other musical instrument for the 
shofor service now use the shofor 
with musical mouthpiece prepared by 
the UAHC. Some temples now provide 
the opportunity for the Bar Mitzvah 
ceremony where it is requested by a 


family. (It is invariably emphasized. 
however, that this is not an alternative 
to Confirmation, but merely an addi 
tional personal observance.) Perhaps 
you can mention other practices adopt- 
ed in your congregation during the 
past few decades. But do they really 
constitute a return to ceremonialism? 

Sometimes the very observance of 
our holidays is considered a return to 
ceremonialism by uninformed persons. 
A few years ago we conducted a Seder 


in Florida attended by a number of | as 


visitors. One of the company, express- 
ing appreciation for the meaningful- 
ness of the service, added that she 
had never before attended a Seder, 
explaining, “The congregation I be- 
long to at home is Reform.” When 
told that Reform practice includes the 
Seder, she expressed incredulity. When 
it was pointed out that the Union 
Haggadah had been prepared and 
published specifically for Reform con- 
gregations, she remained skeptical. 
We learned later that a congregational 
Seder had been held every year at the 
temple to which she had belonged. 


A Source of Confusion 

The increasing interest in religion. 
in Judaism, in the temple itself, may 
be the source of confusion for some. 
If this is true it is the return to our 
central religious institution and the 
faith expressed through it rather than 
the return to ceremonialism which 
should be considered. 

Those of us who are familiar with 
Reform Judaism in the South recog- 
nize striking differences between the 
typical congregational practices of 
this section and that of congregations 
in the North and East. These have al- 
ways existed. The rabbi of a large 
southern congregation tells that when 
he accepted the pulpit of another con 





Dr. Waller is rabbi of Temple Adath 
Israel, Louisville, Ky. 
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eregation, having a cantor, his mem- 
bers asked: “But is it a Reform 
temple?” We may discuss on the basis 
of personal preference the desirabitity 
of having a cantor with our choirs. It 
is not meaningful to reject this as a 
departure from traditional American 
Reform Judaism unless we add “in 
the South,” nor could a cantor be re- 
garded as a return to “ceremonialism.” 

It would be well to remind ourselves 
of the convictions’ concerning cere- 
monies expressed in the famous Pitts- 
burgh Platform of 1885, the classic 
pronouncement of the principles of 
(American Reform Judaism. Article 3 
declares: “We . . . maintain only sucl 
ceremonies which elevate and sanctify 
our lives but reject all such as are not 
adapted to the views and habits of 
modern civilization.” Article 4 added: 
“We hold that all such Mosaic and 
rabbinical laws as regulate diet. 
priestly purity, and dress originated 
in ages and under the influence of 
ideas entirely foreign to our present 
mental and spiritual state. They fail 
to impress the modern Jew with the 
spirit of priestly holiness. 2 

By definition, Reform insists upon 
the right to change. Seventy years after 
the adoption of the Pittsburgh Plat- 
form there might well be reason to 
reevaluate this pronouncement. In- 
deed, a new statement of principles 
was adopted by the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis at Columbus, 
Ohio, in 1937. Significantly, insofzr 
as ceremonies were concerned, the 
principle so clearly stated in Pitts- 
burgh was reaffirmed, only now the 
statement was given a positive rather 
than negative formulation: “Judaism 
as a way of life requires, in addition 
to its moral and spiritual demands, the 
preservation of the Sabbath, festivals 
and Holydays, the retention and de- 
velopment of such customs, symbols 
and ceremonies as possess inspiration- 
al value... .” 

Throughout its history Reform has 
accented values, the prophetic ideal- 
ism of our sacred heritage rather 
than ceremonial observances. Deviation 
from this emphasis is not discernible 
in anything reported by the recent 
survey. 


A PERFECT GIFT FOR CHILDREN is the 
“Union’s” newest book,: The First 
Rainbow: Children’s Rhymes _ from 
Bible Times, by Ilo Orleans. It is 


available through your temple office or 
from UAHC, 838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 21, N. Y. 
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"Mommy, when I'm hit, 
shouldn’t I hit back?” 


|The contributors to this symposium 
were asked to give answers to this 
question that a child would under- 
stand.—Eb. | 


Mrs. A. Lorraine Alenick, Editor, 
Bulletin, Community Synagogue, 


Rye, N.Y. 


The dreadful part about hitting 
back is that once you get into a physi- 
cal fight, you simply must win! Or 
else, where are you? You are down 
on the ground with the other fellow 
standing over you, his fists ready to 
strike again. You are forever after in 
danger of becoming his victim any 
time he chooses. 

Not too long ago, there was a wise 
and brave man who led his people to 
freedom by refusing to fight. When 
certain people of his country were de- 





HEAD OF WORLD’S LARGEST 
SCHOOL SYSTEM IS GREETED 
BY HIS RABBI 


pon Feat ho aks iL 





COL. ARTHUR LEVITT (right) 
RECEIVES CONGRATULATIONS 
from his rabbi, Dr. Sidney S. Te- 
desche, on his election as president 
of the New York City Board of Ed- 
ucation. Despite his duties as un- 
paid head of the world’s largest 
school system, Col. Levitt, an at- 
torney, finds time to serve as presi- 
dent of Brooklyn’s Union Temple, 
of which Dr. Tedesche is rabbi 


emeritus. 


nied the right even to walk upon the 
highways of their land, they let them- 
selves be beaten and struck down and 
jailed, but they never “hit back.” They 
stood, instead, as shining examples of 
a stronger kind of courage before the 
rest of the world. Their shamed enemy 
did not win that cruel fight. But Mo- 
handas Gandhi and his brave people 
did. Their strength was in being right, 
not just in having muscles. 


Mrs. A. F. Klein, Greensboro, N. C.. 
President, District No. 8, National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 


Often, Sonny, it is more difficult not 
to hit back. But, before striking a 
blow, ask yourself if you deserved to 
be hit because of something you did. 

True, you may be hit when you don’t 
think it is fair. You will have to de- 
cide the best way to get back at such 
an attack. Once you know you’re right, 
go ahead and fight to 
things you believe in. 


protect the 
But no matter 
how right you feel you are, you cannot 
protect yourself unless you are fully 
prepared with the right information to 
back up what you believe. 


Rabbi Max Meyer, Free Synagogue, 
Flushing, N.Y. 


Son, never go around with a chip 
on your shoulder, inviting someone to 
knock it off. Don’t act the bully. Avoid 
a fight if you can. Be the last to enter 
a fight, but once in it, be the last to 
leave it. | now come to your question, 
“If ’'m hit, shouldn’t I hit back?” My 
answer is yes, and hit back hard. If 
you do this once, the chances are you'll 
not have to do it again. The other boys 
will know that you never take anything 
lying down and they will respect you 
for it. 


Mrs. Elsie Palter, Chairman, Reli- 
gious School Committee, Holy Blos- 


som Temple, Toronto, Canada 


When you hit back, it usually ends 
in a fight. So try to stay away from 
children who like to hit. 

Of course, there are times when you 
have to hit back to protect yourself. 





But first make sure there is no other 
way. No one rule works all the time. 
But hitting back hardly ever works at 
all. 


Dr. Stanley R. Brav, Rabbi, Tem- 


ple Sholom, Cincinnati 


You ask the question, son, because 
your father and I have often told you 
never to hit anyone, always to keep 
your hands to yourself. 

We mean that. We never want you 
to start “beating up” on people. 

But get this straight. Yes, if some- 
one hits you first, be sure you hit him 
back! Everybody has to protect him- 
self, and the only way some people 
who are not grown up can understand 
that you won’t let them abuse you is 
to strike back so that they can feel it 
and won’t want to attack you again. 

When you are bigger, you will learn 
to use your tongue in place of your 
fists. You will learn to tell people they 
cannot bully and push others around, 
and the police will help you, if neces- 
sary. Meanwhile, try to be so friendly 
that no one will ever think of hitting 
you. 


Memo to Hollywood 


by Harold U. Ribalow 


To: All Hollywood Producers, Directors, and Writers 


Subject: Fresh Material for New Pictures 


You are in trouble. Television has 
cut deeply into your market. I see by 
the papers that you're frantically 
searching for new story material. You 
must be desperate; otherwise, some 
of the new films would not be quite so 
fantastic and so many of you would 
not be filming “Biblical” pictures in 
Egypt where the government forbids 
entry to Jews. 

I have a new source of pictures for 
you which will not necessitate either 
humiliation or distant journeys. If you 
use my scenarios, however, those of 
you who are Jewish may have to dis- 
play a little more courage than you 
are accustomed to. Just listen to these 
plots! 


REGIONAL RABBIS CONFER 





INCREASED SERVICE OF “UNION” TO MEMBER-CONGREGATIONS 
is reflected in greater number of regional rabbis appointed by UAHC Ex- 
ecutive Board. Shown above is conference of regional rabbis with Rabbi Jay 
Kaufman (seated, second from left), assistant to UAHC president and co- 
ordinator of regional programs. Seated, from left: Rabbi Maurice Davis, 
Temple Adath Israel, Lexington, Ky., part-time regional director of Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee UAHC Council; Rabbi Kaufman; Rabbi Eli L. Cooper, 
Congregation Temple Emanu-El of South Jersey, Director of Council of 
Reform Synagogues of Greater Philadelphia; Dr. Israel J. Gerber, rabbi of 
Temple Emanu-El, Dothan, Alabama, part-time director of Southeast Coun- 
cil of “Union” temples; Rabbi Daniel L. Davis, director of New York Fed- 
eration of Reform Synagogues, largest of all metropolitan inter-temple 
groups. Standing (from left): Rabbi Melvin Weinman, of Temple Israel, 
Waterbury, Conn., part-time director of New England Council; Rabbi 
Herman E. Schaalman, director of the UAHC Federation of Chicago; and 
Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin, director of West Coast region. 


FROM CABIN BOY 
TO COMMODORE 


He was a cabin boy at ten and by 
the time he was twenty, he was captain 
of a ship. When he witnessed a Navy 
flogging, he swore, like Lincoln, that 
if he ever got a chance, he’d do some- 
thing about it. During the War of 
1812, he ran the British blockade 
often and sank twenty-one enemy 
ships. After the war, he suppressed 
piracy in the Gulf of Mexico. He 
destroyed the slave trade along Hon- 
duras Bay. Because of prejudice, he 
was court martialed fully six times 
and was twice dismissed by the Navy. 
But, out-dreyfusing Dreyfus, he was 
reinstated and completely vindicated. 
He fought duels; won the hand of a 
glamorous woman; bought Monticello. 
the home of Thomas Jefferson, and 
gave it to the government. He was the 
man who once and for all abolished 
corporal punishment in the Navy. His 
name? Commodore Uriah P. Levy. 
patriot par excellence. 


THE PATRON OF BUNKER HILL 


He wanted to marry his cousin, but 
her father said no. Depressed and im- 
poverished, he left Newport for New 
Orleans. He was severely wounded in 
the War of 1812, then became a mer- 
chant prince. He felt that wealth is 
entrusted to a man to be used for good 
causes. He was one of America’s 
premier philanthropists, giving to 
synagogues, churches, and_ hospitals 
by the score. When the public sub- 
scription campaign for the erection of 
Bunker Hill monument faltered, he 
calmly announced that he would 
match all other contributions. Presi- 





Mr. Ribalow is the noted author, editor, 
and anthologist. His most recent book is 
Wuat’s Your Jewisu 1.Q.? 1800 oues- 
TIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT JUDAISM. 
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dent Tyler attended the testimonial 
dinner in his honor. This man’s story 
‘ontinues after his death, for his will 
is one of the most remarkable docu- 
ments in the annals of human good- 
ness, leaving funds for numerous 
charitable and_ religious agencies 
throughout the United States and even 
in Palestine. Today, his name adorns 
streets in Newport and New Orleans, 
as it does a hospital in New Orleans 
and several synagogues, one of them 
being a national shrine. Loyal to his 
first love, he never married. But thou- 
sands benefited from the brotherly love 
of Judah Touro! 


THE DREAMER 


He was the distinguished son of 
prominent parents. His father served 
with General Marion in the Revolu- 
tionary War and George Washington 
attended his parents’ wedding. He be- 
came a newspaperman and playwright 
of importance, and he was one of the 
first members of Tammany Hall. 
President Monroe appointed him Con- 
sul to Tunis to obtain the release of 
Americans held prisoner in Algiers. 
After exciting negotiations, he suc- 
ceeded in that mission. He cleansed 
the Barbary Coast of pirates. But this 
man nurtured a dream. He sought to 
establish a Jewish homeland on Grand 
Island, near Buffalo, N. Y. With 
much fanfare, the island was ac- 
quired, renamed Ararat, and Jews of 
the world were summoned to come 
settle there. This was in 1825, long 
before Theodor Herzl (you’ve heard 
of him?). But he was too far ahead 
of his time. The Ararat project was a 
failure. But a movie, telling the story 
of Major Mordecai Manuel Noah, 


could be a smash hit. 


POETESS OF LIBERTY 


She died at 33, a spinster. On the 
face of it, not much of a plot. But 
wait. She was a poetess, friend of 
Emerson, of Browning, of the philo- 
sophical writer, William Morris. She 
was enamored of the greatest actor of 
the day, Tommaso Salvini. She sub- 
limated that love because of her at- 
tachment to her father and her faith. 
Begininng in 1881, she saw millions 
of immigrants swarming into America. 
Here you could do scenes showing the 
greatest human mass movement in 
history! The timid poetess was stirred 
by the social implications of this 
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modern exodus. She became a_ lec- 
turer, an advocate of reforms. Then 
she was asked to write a poem when 
the French presented America with 
the Statue of Liberty. She never saw 
the statue, but she understood what 
it symbolized. So she wrote a sonnet. 
“Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free,” she sang. This is the most fa- 
mous sonnet in American history, 
appearing on the liberty statue’s ped- 
estal. Millions have been electrified 
by these words, written out of a deep 
love of freedom, by Emma Lazarus. 


THE MASTER BUILDER 


Even in Bohemia, he loved America. 
When he came here in 1846, he was 
penniless. One of the things he liked 
best about this country was the “free- 


dom to be angry,” something Jews 
did not enjoy in his native land. He 
was advised to become a peddler, be- 
came a rabbi instead. He determined 
to wed Judaism and Americanism. In 
Albany, he was physically attacked 
by the president of the synagogue dur- 
ing a High Holyday service because 
of his “reforms.” That blow was heard 
‘round the world. Henceforth, he 
worked with indescribable zeal for the 
establishment of a modern Reform 
Judaism. In Cincinnati, he led a con- 
gregation, reared a large family, 
pioneered in interfaith projects, edited 
and did most of the writing for two 
newspapers, revolutionized American 
Jewish life, was a friend of most im- 
portant Americans of his time, founded 
many new synagogues. After re- 
peated failures, he finally succeeded in 
creating three national agencies, the 


This Rabbi’s Wife Can Help Herself! 


by Helen A. Wilner 


(In response to the article, “Heaven Help the Rabbi's Wife” 


in AMERICAN JUDAISM, January, 1954) 


There is always a great deal of comment in our worship houses 

Concerning the activities of the rabbis’ spouses. 

For the most part ’tis the opinion consensus that ours is a sorry lot, 

And that our chances of pleasing our husbands, our congregations, 
and still retaining our sanity are not so hot. 

For example, if the rebbitzin’s dresses are smart instead of so-so, 

Then the whole congregation begins to think the rabbi is getting 


too much dough; 


But if, God forbid, she should go to the A&P on a Friday morning 


shabbily, 


Then everyone immediately starts treating her crabbily. 

And if you stay at home and tend to your business and your babies, 
and Sisterhood responsibilities should shirk, 

The hue and cry goes up: “She doesn’t do a bit of work!” 

It goes without saying that everyone knows how much you pay your 
maid, what’s in your garbage pail; but most of all you 


despair of it 


When everyone in town knows you're pregnant before you are 


even aware of it! 


On the other hand, rabbis are pretty swell guys, and put this in 


your bonnets: 


I'll bet none of you have ever received from your husbands on your 
anniversaries written-to-order sonnets! 

They say we have no privacy, we live in a glare of publicity; 

But let me tell you, any gal who denies she loves it is guilty of 


flagrant duplicity. 


In conclusion, had my husband chosen garbage collection as the 


work of his life, 


Then I should be proud and happy to be the garbage collector’s 


wife! 





Mrs. Wilner’s husband, Dr. Herbert J. Wilner, is rabbi of Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom, Bluefield, West Virginia. 





first of their kind in America, and still 
the largest of their kind: a federation 
of synagogues. a rabbinical school. 
and a conference of rabbis. As long 
will enjoy the 


as America lives. it 


blessings bequeathed it by one of its 


most dramatic citizens, Isaac Mayer 


Wise. 


* 


These are but a few samples, gentle- 


men. of the = stories 
doorstep. They are being retold with 
especial emphasis during this year of 
the American Jewish Tercentenary. 
Any American Jewish book 
will yield many more stories like the 
above. You know about Haym Salo- 
mon. Do you know about Judah Ben- 
jamin. the brains of the Confederacy ? 
Do you know about the rabbi in 
Baltimore whom a mob tried to lynch 


history 


because he opposed slavery? Do you 
know about the girl who was wooed 
by Nathaniel Hawthorne, who _in- 
spired Walter Scott, but who gave her- 
self to the cause of Jewish Sunday 
school? Have you heard about the 
fearless Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, the 
eloquent preacher and_ reformer, 
who mesmerized Chicago for decades? 
Have you studied the biographies of 
Lillian Wald, Henrietta Szold, Stephen 
Wise, Louis Brandeis? Whatever hap- 
pened to the film Al Jolson wanted 
to do about the man who married Al’s 
niece, the rabbi (Alexander Goode) 
who went down on the Dorchester with 
his Christian colleagues? 

Look into this tercentenary, gentle- 
men. Prove that Ben Hecht was wrong 
when he said that you are trying to 
convince the world that your Ameri- 
canism “is untainted by any special 
consideration for Jews.” You will find 
material that will help the movie in- 
dustry gain not only in profit, but in 
maturity. Good luck! 





GOWNS choir 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 
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MAYORS AND THEIR 


RABBIS 





PARISHIONERS OF DR. PHILIP BERNSTEIN (seated, left), rabbi of 
B’rith Kodesh Temple, Rochester, N. Y., include not only the Mayor of 
Rochester, Samuel B. Dicker (also seated), but Monroe County District 
Attorney, Harry L. Rosenthal (standing, left), and Hyman B. Freeman, 
president of the Rochester Bar Association. 





THE MAYOR OF FARGO, N. D., 
HERSCHEL LASHKOWITZ (left), 


taught religious school classes for 


Rabbi Steven S. Schwarzschild 


(right), of Temple Beth El, before 
he became too busy in his new post. 





EMPLE ISRAEL, 
MIAMI, are so proud of their fel- 
low-congregant, Mayor Abe Arono- 
vitz (left), that they gave him a 
special plaque, here being present- 
ed by the Mayor’s rabbi, Dr. Joseph 
R. Narot. 


MEMBERS OF 





A LEADER OF TEMPLE ISRAEL, 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, is the re- 
cently elected Mayor of Omaha, 
John Rosenblatt (left), shown with 
his spiritual leader, Rabbi Sidney 
H. Brooks. 
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What Shall We Do about 


the H-Bomb? 


Stop the H-Bomb! 


Rabbi Rosenzweig is the director of the 
Bnai Brith Hillel Foundation at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, 


4 BELIEVE THAT when the first H-Bomb 
was detonated, man reached a barrier 
beyond which he should not cross. 

We need defenses, yes. We need 
weapons, yes. But the A-Bomb pro- 
vided us with maximum military use- 
fulness. In fashioning the A-Bomb, we 
made discoveries of great scientific 
and medical value. But the H-Bomb is 
terror, stark and simple. It has no use 
other than destruction, and it may be 
suicidal. 

Hence I agree with Lewis Mumford 
who wrote last March, in the New 
York Times, “In the name of sanity, 


Comment by Members of the 


A PLEA AND RESPONSES 


by 
Efraim Michael Rosenzweig 


let our Government pause. .. . Let us 
cease all further experiments with 
even more terrifying weapons. . . lest 
our self-induced fears further upset 
our mental balance.” 

My view here stated is shared by a 
group of Christian ministers in Chapel 
Hill. We have banded together to 
sound the alarm against further ex- 
ploration into terror. 

All of us believe that the Govern- 
ment should put a stop to the making 
of H-Bombs. It is my personal feeling 
that the agency in charge of this mat- 
ter should be augmented by the inclu- 
sion of leaders of our great religious 
faiths, who would give voice to the 
profound concern of the people at 
large, and to the moral involvements 
of this global crisis. 


I believe that we Jews should be 
foremost in this great ethical venture. 
We would best serve mankind in this 
crisis, by demanding, with regard to 
the H-Bomb, and in the name of God 
and man: “Go no farther!” 

The Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis now have 
a joint Commission on Social Action. 

At a juncture in history where time 
is of the essence, are they prepared 
to take action now? Social action will 
be one of the key topics at the Union’s 
Biennial in Los Angeles next Febru- 
ary. Will the Commission have the 
courage and compassion to introduce 
a resolution that will put American 
Reform Judaism on record against the 
H-Bomb? I wonder. 


Joint Commission on Social Action 


[Rabbi Rosenzweig’s statement was 
sent to members of the Commission for 
comment. Herewith some of the re- 
plies.—Eb. | 

I pROFOUNDLY hope that the Commis- 
sion will take no such foolhardy action 
as Rabbi Rosenzweig urges. This is 
not a test of courage but of under- 
standing of the practical realities of a 
world in which the aggressive, dicta- 
torial power of Soviet Russia threatens 
our security. Let the Commission op- 
pose the “new look” of massive retalia- 
tion, and make it clear that the United 
States ought never become an aggres- 
sor. Let it speak out that the. way of 
peace lies in strengthening the free 
world and in mutual (but not unilat- 
eral) disarmament. Let it assert that 
the strength of our country lies in de- 
votion to civil rights, human liberty, 
and other spiritual resources. But let 
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us understand that these will be of no 
avail unless we are strong militarily. 
We can no more refrain from making 
H-Bombs in the face of the Russian 
determination to do so than we can re- 
frain from making any other weapon 
with which they may some day seek 
to destroy us. 
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. 
Washington, D. C. 


ETHICS ARE NOT DETERMINED by statis- 
tics. The slaughter of one human be- 
ing is quite as immoral as the. liquida- 
tion of a million. It is always an indi- 
vidual who does the dying. Nor is his 
anguish aggravated or assuaged by the 
number who perish with him. 
Problem: If I must die in war do I 
prefer being eviscerated by bayonet. 
decapitated by flying glass, perforated 
by shrapnel, incinerated by flame- 


thrower. crushed under tank tracks, 
drowned at sea. destroyed by germs or 
gasses, or vaporized by atomic energy? 
Attempts to make war “more hu- 
mane’ strike me as faintly ludicrous, 
if not, indeed, insane. Singling out H- 
Bombs for proscription intimates that 
perhaps we countenance other tech- 
niques for obliterating life. We abhor 
them all. Not because we are Jews or 
members of the Social Action Commis- 
sion. but because we are human we 
denounce, not merely its more fright- 
fully efficient weapons, but war itself. 
Rabbi Albert S. Goldstein 
Bronx, N. Y. 


I AGREE wITH Rabbi Rosenzweig, for 
if we do not stop making the H-Bomb 
we will surely lose our mental balance. 
We must stop making weapons that 
are suicidal for the human race. The 
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fear engendered will destroy us, if the 
actual explosions don’t. I join in call- 
ing upon our Commission to show the 
courage to ask American Reform Ju- 
daism to put itself on record against 
the H-Bomb. 
Joseph Buegelson 
Detroit, Michigan 


IF THE COURSE advocated by Rabbi 
Rosenzweig would prevent the manu- 
facture of the Bomb by any other 
country I would gladly endorse his 
proposal. But Soviet leaders them- 
selves have stated that they also have 
the Bomb. I ask the rabbi whether he 
seriously believes that our unilateral 
renunciation would bring about simi- 
lar action by the Soviets. We must 
avoid a course which, though desirable 
in its objective, might be fatal in its 
consequences. I grant the sincerity of 
the proposal, but I gravely question 
its wisdom. 
George Brussel, Jr. 
New York, N. Y. 


DisARMAMENT which would not be 
general and inspectable could prove 
foolhardy. In other words, if there is 
a will for war, reduction of armaments 
is purely a temporary limitation. 

It is my feeling, therefore, that such 
statements, as that of Rabbi Rosen- 
zweig, although dramatic, are anach- 


ronistic. We would do better to exert 
our moral suasion, whatever that may 
be, to urge that the machinery of the 
UN be utilized for the elimination of 
the tensions which lead to war. 

And, finally, we as religious leaders, 
lay and rabbinical, should use our 
energy to lead the soul of man onto 
the path of peace. Proposed resolu- 
tions of this character can lull us or 
divert us from confronting the basic 
moral and political issues involved in 
the H-Bomb. 

Rabbi Selwyn Ruslander 
Dayton, Ohio 


I AGREE witH Rabbi Rosenzweig. | 
hope we will have the courage to ask 
for a cessation of H-Bomb making. 
Even the tests have lost us friends in 
the Pacific. Imagine what their use 
would do to our stock of good will in 
the world! Gordon Dean, former atom- 
ic energy chief, expressed it well: “It 
does no good to reach the point where 
we would be able to wipe out an 
enemy twenty times over if he reaches 
the point where he can wipe us out 
once.” 
Mrs. Albert Farber 
Elkins Park, Pa. 


I respect Rabbi Rosenzweig’s opin- 
ions in areas in which he has compe- 
tence. Neither he nor Mr. Mumford 





REUNION IN ST. LOUIS 





FORMER PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN ENJOYS REUNION with 





rabbi who pronounced invocation when he was inaugurated. The rabbi, 
Samuel Thurman (right), was guest of honor last April at dinner honoring 
him for forty years of service to the United Hebrew Congregation, St. Louis. 
Mr. Truman was principal speaker at dinner. Seated to the left of Mrs. 
Thurman is Mrs. Truman. On far left is Ben R. Schneider, president of 
congregation. Next to him is the mayor of St. Louis, Raymond R. Tucker. 
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has any competence, so far as I know 
in the matter of determining the rela 
tive military value of bombs. I have 
had some first-hand acquaintance wit! 
the horrors of war. Also I have thre 
sons, ages 13, 16, and 18. I believe | 
have reason to dread another war as 
much as anyone. But I am not going 
to allow self-induced fear to upset m) 
mental balance. While seeking with 
all my spiritual might to prevent war 
I shall continue to leave the making 
of military judgments to military ex 
perts. 
Rabbi David Max Eichhorn 
New York, N. Y. 


IN A PERVERTED kind of way, the de- 

struction potential of the bomb could 

be a deterrent to World War III. In 

the meantime, effort must be 

exerted to reach an agreement to de- 

sist from further manufacture and to 
destroy those already in existence. 
Rabbi Norman H. Diamond 
Springfield, Ohio 


every 


It sEEMS TO ME that what our world 
needs is a return to sanity-at-large 
rather than just to sanity in the one 
segment encompassed by the H-Bomb. 
If the United States and Russia can 
find ways of curing their respective 
moods of paranoia, experimentation 
with these frightful methods of self- 
destruction will cease without resolu- 
tions or pronouncements. If we fail on 
the larger front, no pious over-simpli- 
fication or wishful thinking will avert 
disaster. 

Rabbi Rosenzweig’s desperate plea 
strikes me much as it would to pass 
legislation that a paranoid with sui- 
cidal impulses is not allowed to de- 
stroy himself. Such efforts, 
nobly motivated or intended, are not 
apt to avail. If the patient is sick 
enough, though we do everything hu- 


howeve1 


manly possible to deny him one o1 
many methods of self-destruction, he 
will find another which we have over- 
looked. The answer is to concentrate 
not on methods but on a cure. 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 


Boston, Mass. 


I AM CONVINCED that the Soviet Union 
represents a completely amoral gov- 
ernment, utterly predatory in nature 
and bent upon world domination. 
Accordingly. in my opinion, unilat- 
eral abandonment of the H-Bomb 
would in no way ease or strengthen 
our mental balance; in fact, it might 
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destroy it. It certainly would prohibit 
us from meeting another Korea-like 
threat. 

We must find a solution guarantee- 
ing co-existence; but unilateral aban- 
donment of the H-Bomb will not help 
us find that solution, nor induce the 
Soviet Union to seek it. 

Joseph Moscou 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. 


HE JOINT ON SOCIAL 
ACTION must go on record against any 
further experimenting with the H- 
Bomb, for it is but one step from the 
H-Bomb to the Cobalt Bomb. There 
can be no experimenting with the 
Cobalt Bomb because an explosion of 
this bomb will vaporize everything in 
its path. Here in all its stark terror we 
find the ultimate meaning of the 
phrase, “the operation was successful 
but the patient died.” The Cobalt 
Bomb can be exploded, but no one 
will be around to verify its result. 
Rabbi Samuel D. Soskin 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


COMMISSION 


WILL UNILATERAL ACTION influence the 
Soviet Union? No! Can we doubt that 
Hitler, in the same situation, would 
have simply laughed at us? 

Some dramatic and bold approach, 
however, is needed. A world confer- 
ence of scientists, philosophers, reli- 
gious leaders and statesmen, to deal 
with this problem, should be called. 

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut 
St. Paul, Minn. 


I AM GRATEFUL to the rabbi for stimu- 
lating further discussion on the gen- 
eral problem of international control 
of armaments, but I personally must 
reject his specific proposal as danger- 
ously unsound. The United States 
must, of course, take the lead in ex- 
ploring every avenue which may lead 
to genuine peace and disarmament. 
But so long as the world is threatened 
by Communist aggression and refusal 
even to discuss effective disarmament 
proposals, common sense requires that 
we maintain our maximum strength, 
which includes hydrogen armaments. 
It may be that our possession of these 
weapons, horrible as they are, will 
turn out to be the most powerful de- 
terrent to the holocaust which could 
result in world suicide. 

I. Cyrus Gordon 

Chairman Joint Commis- 

sion on Social Action, 


New York, N. Y. 
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Heaven Help 


the Rabbi's Child! 


Martha, 16, is the daughter of Rabbi 
Carl I. Miller, Temple Israel, Gary, Ind. 


Ni. I DIDN’T SAY my father was a 


rabbit. . . . No, he’s not rabid... . 
Like a Catholic priest? Well, not ex- 
actly. You might say he’s a—a Jew- 
ish minister.” 

The above conversation is not taken 
from a Groucho Marx interview. It is 
merely the typical dialogue of a rab- 
bi’s child trying to explain Pop’s oc- 
cupation to the uninformed. 

One of the foremost problems that 
should be facing the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis today is what 
to call the cross between a rabbi and 
a rebbitzin. I like the title, R.K., “rab- 
bi’s kid.” 

Now, let’s get one fact straight. I’m 
an R.K. myself, so bury those miscel- 
laneous comments about stuffy, over- 
cultured brats. Contrary to popular 
belief, I wasn’t read chapters of the 
Shulchan Aruch at bedtime or rocked 
to sleep by the gentle strains of the 
Kol Nidre. Neither did I cut my teeth 
on the Jewish Encyclopedia. No, I had 
zwieback like any normal baby. 


by Martha Miller 


In fact, most R.K.’s are pretty nor- 
mal. That was my conclusion a year 
ago when fifty of “us” were assembled 
for a week at Camp Shwayder, spon- 
sored by Denver’s Temple Emanuel, 
while our parents were busy gorging 
themselves on food and speeches at a 
rabbinical convention. 

In outward appearance rabbis’ chil- 
dren look, sound, and smell like any 
others. They come in all the usual 
shapes, sizes, and sexes. Generally 
their speech is sprinkled with a few 
more Yiddish expressions than usual 
although there are R.K.’s whose Yid- 
dish vocabulary begins and ends with 
“Oy, gevalt!” Their likes and dislikes 
are normal too. Their favorite food is 
hot dogs; their favorite TV star is 
Hoppy. They all agree that Martin 
and Lewis tell funnier jokes than their 
fathers do. In fact there is rumor of a 
petition to revise the standard joke 
book taught at HUC-JIR. 

The abilities of the R.K. set may 
not be extraordinary. Still they contain 


UAHC PRESIDENT MEETS WITH 
WEST COAST REFORM LEADERS 





PLANS FOR THE FEBRUARY BIENNIAL CONVENTION of the “Union” 
were discussed by Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath (second from right), UAHC 
president, and West Coast Reform leaders (from left): Dr. George Piness, 
vice-chairman of the national executive board; Dr. Edgar F. Magnin, rabbi 
of Wilshire Boulevard Temple and president of the Los Angeles College of 
Jewish Studies; and Jack Skirball, member of national executive board 
and president of the UAHC Southern California Council. Photo was taken 
at Los Angeles meeting in behalf of the Combined Campaign for ad- 
vancement of American Reform Jewish institutions, 
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a group of ten-year-olds equally fa- 
miliar with Mother Goose and the 
Union Prayerbook. At Friday evening 
services at Camp Shwayder, despite a 
lack of prayer books, even the young- 
est campers recited the selections be- 
ginning. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God” and “Grant us peace,” without 
batting an eyelash. 

Just as druggists’ children receive 
an abundance of ice cream cones and 
football coaches’ kids get free passes 
to the games, rabbis’ offspring are 
quick to see the advantages in their 
situation. Who else gets 159 confirma- 
tion gifts? Who else gets in on all the 
religious school excursions regardless 
of age group? After all how many 
other tykes begin Sunday school at the 
grand age of two and a half? And 
where on earth is there a better place 
to get free school supplies than from 
the temple storeroom? Advantages 
like these are almost enough to offset 
the hardship of being left home all too 
often with warmed-over meat loaf and 
a baby sitter while Mother and Dad 
go trotting off to a congregation din- 
ner or to call on a new member. 

In view of the many pros and cons, 
assets and disadvantages of R.K.-ism, 
I think a general picture of the situa- 
tion could best be summed up by this 
thought which one of my Camp Shway- 
der cabin-mates inscribed in my auto- 
graph book: 

“Live a long and happy life, 

And never be a rabbi’s wife.” 


| We asked other rabbinical offspring 
to comment on the above, with the fol- 
lowing results.—Eb. | 


JOY FOLKMAN, 17, daughter of Rab- 
bi Jerome Folkman, Columbus, Ohio— 
Of course, Martha is kidding, writing 
with tongue in cheek. Maybe she just 
wanted to start an argument. 

Well, here it is. My brothers and I 
received a positive attitude toward re- 
ligion and a desire to share our bless- 
ings by serving our fellow men. If 
these attitudes are distinctive, we have 
always considered ourselves privileged 
to have received them. 

In other respects, we did not enjoy 
any of the special privileges Martha 
mentions, nor endure any of the in- 
dignities. We complied with all regu- 
lations. If we ran for office or partici- 
pated in contests, we took the same 
chances as any one else. 
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DAVID EMANUEL SHUSTERMAN, 
15, son of Rabbi Abraham Shuster- 
man, Baltimore—I am glad I’m an 
R.K. It’s fun belonging to all Jewish 
country clubs, though Dad often com- 
plains about bills for hot dogs and 
hamburgers. It’s fun receiving 300 Bar 
Mitzvah presents, but no fun shaking 
hands with 2,000 at the reception. It’s 
fun to be recognized everywhere but 
no fun answering the same question, 
“David, do you expect to be a rabbi, 
too?” or smiling at the same old com- 
ment, “You look just like your moth- 
er!” It’s fun receiving complimentary 
tickets to fights and athletic contests 
and to Baltimore’s new big league 
games, but no fun to hear my high 
school teachers say, “Your father’s a 
rabbi and, of course, you like to 
study.” I don’t really mind Dad’s old 
jokes (Sister does!), but I grow un- 
comfortable when he becomes dra- 
matic in the pulpit or raises his voice. 





At such times I think I'll become : 
veterinarian, so help me! 


NAOMI SHULMAN, 16, daughter oj 
Rabbi Albert M. Shulman, South Bend, 
Indiana—Martha’s article sounds all 
too familiar. It made me think of the 
days when my brother and I would 
tax our poor religious school teachers 
to the point of no return and then pipe 
out with “My father owns this place 
and he’ll kick you out!” 

Martha is so right when she says 
that R.K.’s are just like any other chil- 
dren; but some people don’t seem to 
realize the fact. They expect you to be 
the acme of goodness, and you have to 
be just as sweet to your worst enemy 
as you are to your one-and-only. Some- 
times it is hard to keep my halo on 
straight. These things are a part of 
building character—and at sixteen | 

(Continued on page 29) 





A Giant 
Relaxes 


Oye oF THE SPIRITUAL GIANTS OF OUR 
DAY is Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson, 
rabbi emeritus of New York’s Temple 
Emanu-El, who, for the last six years, 
has engaged in one of the most re- 
markable series of “preaching mis- 
sions” in the 300-year history of Amer- 
ican Judaism. Laden with honors upon 
his retirement from one of the nation’s 
most coveted pulpits, Dr. Goldenson 





volunteered his services to travel up 
and down the nation to tell Americans 
that “the real problems of our day are 
at bottom moral and spiritual in char- 
acter.” In six years, Dr. Goldenson has 
appeared in some 175 communities, in 
virtually every state of the Union, ad- 
dressing temples, churches, luncheon 
clubs, radio and television audiences, 
college groups, and Christian clergy 
associations. 

The enthusiasm evoked by the Gol- 
denson appearances is phenomenal, as 
attested to by a tall mound of thank- 
you letters in the offices of the UAHC, 
sponsor of the preaching mission. Typ- 
ical of many reactions is the one which 
went, “Never in the history of our con- 
gregation was such a spiritual treat 
given us.” Another, “He spoke like 
an inspired prophet!” Others: “His 
speech at the Kiwanis Club elicited a 
spontaneous, rising ovation,” and “Ju- 
daism in this area is a stronger force 
for his having been here.” 

Frequently, Dr. Goldenson 
brates milestones “on the road.” So it 
was with his 76th birthday last March. 
when he preached at Temple Beth Ha- 
Tephila, Asheville, North Carolina. 
Shown, left, is Dr. Goldenson, cutting 
birthday cake at Oneg Shabbat rever- 
ently tendered him by congregation 
and its rabbi, Dr. Sidney E. Unger. 
Last summer Dr. Goldenson cele- 
brated the Fiftieth Anniversary of his 
ordination from the Hebrew Union 
College. 


cele- 
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What a Jew Should DO 


A Call 


To American Reform Jewry 
Let Us Rally to a Historic Convention 


The Forty-third General Assembly 
of the 


UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
February 13-16, 1955 


Los Angeles, California, Hotel Statler 


SHARE i an exciting program which will help make American Judaism more dynamic and more meaningful to 
you and your children in the Fourth Century of Jewish life in America. 


HELP decide what “A Jew Should Do” about 


SOCIAL ACTION to promote Jewish ETHICS 
STUDY to increase Adult Jewish EDUCATION 
WORSHIP AND RITUAL toachieve EXALTATION 


One Convention Day Will Be Devoted to Each of Above Themes 
On Convention Evenings, Plenary Will Hear Prominent Speakers Make... DECLARATIONS 
On Convention Mornings, Workshops Will Engage in... _... DISCUSSIONS 
Before Convention Closes, Delegates Will Formulate................ DECISIONS 
Every “Union” Congregation in Good Standing Is Entitled to Send Delegates and Alternates. 


Visitors Are Invited. For More Information, Inquire at Your Temple Office 





Does the Synagogue Have a Role in Civie Affairs? 
When Does a Political Question Become a Moral One? 
Is Reform Going Orthodox? 
Do We Need a Guide of Jewish Practice? 
Should Temples Insist on a Minimum of Jewish Observance? 
Are Adults Allergic to Jewish Education? 
What Does Reform Stand For? 
What Won’t Reform Stand For? 





Ethics 43rd General Assembly UAHC FEBRUARY 13-17 
Education 20th Biennial Assembly — NFTS 1955 
Exaltation 7th Biennial Convention — NATS LOS ANGELES 
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The Holydays CAN Be Meaningful 


by Manfred Swarsensky 


ae THE HIGH HOLYDAYS 
are the high points of the religious 
year. But are they? 

Judging from the extensive prep- 
arations made _ each for their 
celebration it would seem that they 
are an annual period of spiritual 
renewal and moral catharsis. In re- 
ality, however, they resemble a con- 
vention of veterans who for a few 
days give themselves to reminiscing 
about past glory more than a demon- 
stration of a community inspired by 
a dynamic faith. Seeking to under- 
stand the subconscious motives of 
the many who return to pay their 
annual respects to the God of their 
fathers, one is reminded of Voltaire 
who, when asked why he, a scoffer and 
atheist, lifted his hat when a religious 
procession passed, answered, “We 
salute, but do not speak.” It is a 
strange admixture of habit, atavism, 
and ancestor worship that makes even 
countless of our religious cynics, who 
are not on speaking terms with God, 
salute, nevertheless. 

But even this manifestation of “the 
mystic tie that binds” cannot hide the 
truth that the whole. cosmos of 
thought and belief underlying the 
High Holydays has become to many 
of us as meaningless as that of the 
Sabbath and the holidays. When it 
comes to Pesach, Shovuos, Sukos, 
Chanuko, and Purim, even the “sec- 
ular” Jew will at least be able to 
find meaning in either the “idea” of 
the festival or in the historic events 
they commemorate. The High Holy- 
days, strictly spiritual in character, 
do not permit such identification. 

Few feel the sense of reverence 
which the holydays evoked in the 
hearts of past generations. Few come 
to pray even though the lips may re- 
peat the words of the liturgy. Few 
bring to the service a “contrite spirit.” 
The central ideas of God’s Kingship 
and Sovereignty, of Sin and Forgive- 
of Return and Rebirth have 
dropped not only from our vocabu- 
lary but from our thinking as well. 

Can the holydays be made meaning- 


year 


ness, 





Dr. Swarsensky is rabbi of Temple Beth 
El, Madison, Wisc. 
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ful again, and can their Jewish 
authenticity be restored at the same 
time? We have no illusion that this 
can be easily done. In a climate in 
which material success, social pres- 
tige, and the craving for pleasure 
have become supreme, spiritual values 
are not easily marketable. Nor can 
one expect the Jew of the twentieth 
century simply to appropriate the 
world of thought and belief in which 
former generations moved and had 
their being without reinterpretation. 
The S’lichos days, which in Liberal 
congregations have fallen into desue- 
tude, should become a time for “re- 
vival meetings.” Competent speakers 


would show the relevance for our 
own day of the ideas which are at 
the heart of the holydays. The Liberal 
Jew who is inclined to regard Jewish 
religion as synonymous with the prin- 
ciples of secular democracy would 
come to learn that there can be no 
authentic Judaism without the very 
concepts which are epitomized in our 
High Holydays. God, Man, Creation, 
Sin, Repentance, Forgiveness. and Re- 
birth, these and other fundamental 
religious concepts, which to the un- 
informed Jew appear characteris- 
tically Christian, have their place in 
the thought world of Judaism. The 
Pauline emphasis on man’s sinfulness 


RABBI HONORED 


H 








RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON (center), ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
OF THE UAHC was recipient of many honors as he marked completion 
of forty years of service with the “Union.” The Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion conferred Doctor of Divinity degree upon 
him, and the national executive committee of the UAHC tendered him 
testimonial dinner and gift. An overseas chaplain in World War I, Dr. 
Egelson’s many duties include service on provisional placement committee 
which helps congregations find rabbis and rabbis find pulpits. Congratu- 
lating Dr. Egelson at Cincinnati degree-conferring ceremony are (from 
left) : Dr. Samuel S. Hollender, UAHC board chairman; Dr. Nelson Glueck, 
HUC-JIR president; Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, UAHC president; and 


Sidney Meyers, vice-chairman, HUC-JIR Board of Governors. 


Photo below shows scene at testimonial dinner given Dr. Egelson by 
national executive board of UAHC. From left: Mrs. Egelson; Rabbi Egelson 
receiving executive board’s gift from Philip Meyers, of Cincinnati; Dr. 
Hollender; Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson, who was guest speaker; Rabbi 
Eisendrath; Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, of Pittsburgh, who pronounced 


benediction. 
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is no reason for modern Jews to ban 
the term and ignore the stark reality 
of sin in the life of the individual and 
his society. As a matter of fact, the 
self-righteousness of modern man, for- 
ever ready to confess other people’s 
sins, but failing to see his personal 
involvement in evil, is the greatest 
obstacle on the road to moral prog- 
ress. 

We teach that the High Holydays 
are a time of reconciliation between 
man and his fellow man. I have yet 
to meet the person who, impelled by 
the summons of the ten days of peni- 
tence, has stretched out his hand to 
a neighbor in the spirit of forgiveness. 
If we but heeded the call of the 
sacred days to surrender our pride 
and forgive and forget, how meaning- 
ful could the holydays become! Try 
it, and see. 


A Memorable Yom Kippur 


Their eternal truths can be made 
vital as we make them live. In my 


memory lingers the recollection of 
my most meaningful High Holy- 
days. It was Yom Kippur, 1949. 


Those were the days when Displaced 
Persons were arriving from camps in 
Europe. Circumstances beyond any- 
one’s control caused the arrival of a 
D.P. family after the beginning of 
our service. The wire announcing that 
they would be on the ten o’clock train 
came during the Kol Nidre service. 
Immediately after the service I went 
to the depot where I saw two people, 
tired from the long journey, alight 
from the train. Written on their faces 
were memories of concentration 
camps and bewilderment about their 
future in a new land. They were very 
hungry, so I fed them before taking 
them to the place prepared for them. 
I trust the good Lord will forgive me 
for breaking my friends’ fast. The 
next day they attended services. When 
that Yom Kippur morning I read the 
Haftarah: “. . . Is not this the fast 
that I have chosen? .. . Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor that are 
cast out of thy house? When ‘hou 
seest the naked that thou cover him, 
and that thou hide not thyself from 
thine own flesh . . .” I felt that Isai- 
ah’s immortal words had come to life 
for me in a way which I had never 
before experienced. 

The High Holydays can be mean- 
ingful! 
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MESSENGER OF ISRAEL 





Dr. Jonan B. Wise, famed rabbi of 
New York City’s Central Synagogue, 
stands in front of his pulpit where 


each Sunday, the “Message of Is- 
rael,” the nation’s most extensive 
Jewish religious radio program, is 


broadcast. This year marks the twen- 
tieth anniversary of the broadcast, 
founded by Dr. Wise and now spon- 
sored by the UAHC and the United 
Jewish Laymen’s Committee. Cere- 
monies saluting American Broadcast- 
ing Company stations which have aired 
the Message are now occurring in 
many of the 200 communities where 
the program is heard. Special certifi- 
cates honoring ABC stations are 
available from the office of David J. 
Wise, director of radio and television 
for UAHC (838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 21, N. Y.). Thousands of letters 
attest to the wide impact of the pro- 
grams, which feature a worship serv- 
ice, inspirational talks by nation’s 
leading rabbis and music directed by 
Lazar Weiner and sung by Cantor 
Frederick Lechner and Central Syna- 


gogue choir. 


——RELIGIOUS GIFTS—— 
e BOOKS OF ALL PUBLISHERS 
e MEZUZAHS & STARS 
e ISRAELI ARTICLES 
e TOYS & NOVELTIES 
Send for free picture catalogue 
GIFT SHOP INQUIRIES INVITED 
THE JONATHAN DAVID CO. 
136 Division St. Dept R New York 2, N. Y. 
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Rass Ernst Lorce, of Temple Beth 
Israel, Chicago, tells about the tem- 
ple trustee who urged’ his rabbi not 
to talk about any of the Ten Com- 
mandments in his sermons. When the 
rabbi asked why not he was told that 
the treatment of any of the command- 
ments might hurt the feelings of 
someone in the congregation. “What 
then shall I preach about?” asked the 
rabbi. “About Judaism,” was the 
answer. 





Rapst SOLOMON Kaptan, of Temple 
Beth El of Northern Westchester, New 
York, likes to use the riddle, ““Who is 
the smallest man in the Bible?” An- 
swer: Bildad the Shuhite (see Job 


B22). 


AT A CONVENTION of Reform rabbis, a 
, . . hd ? od 
youngster observed patriarchal Rabbi 
Jacob Sonderling, of Los Angeles’ 
Fairfax Temple. “Who’s he?” asked 
the lad. Informed that the man was 
a rabbi, he replied, “He can’t be a 
rabbi, Mommy. He’s wearing a beard!” 


tABBI SIDNEY BaLiton, Nassau Com- 
munity Temple. West Hempstead, 
N. Y., tells of the youngster who was 
asked to identify mogen david and 
replied that it was a kind of wine. 


Rapst Bernarp Coun, of Temple 
Emanu-El, Utica, N. Y.. tells of Mr. 
and Mrs. Israel who were so attached 
to their temple that they named their 
daughter after it. The child’s name is 
Beth Israel. 


IN THE MONUMENTAL BOOK on Jewish 


temple architecture, An American 
Synagogue for Today and Tomorrow, 


recently published by the UAHC, 
Rabbi Alexander Kline, of Beth Israel, 
Clarksdale, Miss., writes that up to 
now temple buildings represented an 
“architectural mishmash that has been 
aptly described by the word, meshu- 
gothic.” 
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838 FIFTH AVENUE, 


NEW YORK 21, 


Sisterhood Si Optcs 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE 


SISTERHOODS 


NEW YORI 





NFTS Holds 


Annual Meetings 


i. LATE SPRING, NFTS held a series 
of annual meetings at the Union House 
of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial in 
New York. This included the annual 
meeting of the NFTS Executive Board 
at which Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer, 
NFTS president, was in the chair; 
committee meetings, Department ses- 
sions, and a Leadership Training In- 
stitute. 

One of the highlights of the Board 
meeting was an address by Dr. James 
Parkes, a priest of the Church of Eng- 
land who is an historian and world- 
famous authority on Christian-Jewis! 
relations. Dr. Parkes emphasized that 
because liberal democracy is “more 
deeply imbedded in the Jewish tradi- 
tion that stems right back to the 
prophets and to Torah than it is in 
any other religious tradition in this 
country,” Jews have a great contribu- 
tion to make not only to America but 
to the entire world. 


Important Decisions Made 
Among the many important deci- 
sions made at these sessions, and one 
that was in line with Dr. Parkes’ 
thoughts on the opportunity of Ameri- 
can Jews, was the decision to affiliate 
with the Commission on Social Action, 
which will henceforth be composed 
of representatives of the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, 
the National Federations of Temple 
Sisterhoods, Brotherhoods and Youth. 
The Executive Board also adopted a 
series of resolutions dealing with dis- 
armament, immigration, human rights 
and individual freedom and national 
security. Memorial resolutions paid 


18 


tribute to Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Sr., 
of Highland Park, Ill, a past NFTS 
president, and Dr. Israel Mattuck of 
London, chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism. £ 


First Meeting 
of NFTS Departments 

The four NFTS vice-presidents, Mrs. 
Henry Monsky, W. Los Angeles; Mrs. 
Sol Gitson, Shaker Heights, Ohio; 
Mrs. Harry Jacobson, W. Des Moines; 
Mrs. David Zielonka, Tampa, presided 
during the two days preceding the 
meeting of the NFTS Executive Board 
over their respective departments. 
Composed of both Executive Board 
and non-Board members, the depart- 
ments met for the first time in NFTS 
history. It was emphasized that the 
function of these departments (Hu- 
man Relations, Religion and Educa- 
tion, Advancement of Judaism, Mem- 
bership and Administrative Services), 
into which are grouped the various 
committees and projects of NFTS, 
was to coordinate the work of their 
committees and to consider ways of 
implementing their work on the NFTS 
District and local levels. 

The final day of the week of meet- 
ings was devoted to a Leadership 
Training Institute conducted by Miss 
Jane Evans, Executive Director of 
NFTS, and attended by members of 
the Executive Board. The group dis- 
cussed attributes of leadership, public 
speaking and parliamentary proce- 
dure. Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Di- 
rector of the Commission on Syna- 
gogue Activities and the Joint Com- 
mission on Social Action, discussed 





MRS. DALSHEIMER MISS EVANS 


the origins of Reform Judaism and its 
institutions, and the philosophic dif- 
ferences between Reform, 
tive and Orthodox Judaism. 


Conserva- 


Biennial Convention 

In her President’s Message, Mrs. 
Dalsheimer emphasized, among many 
other matters, the 1955 NFTS Bien- 
nial to be held in Los Angeles stating: 
“This will be the first time that a 
Biennial of NFTS and its parent body. 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, has convened on the Pa- 
cific Coast since 1929. In all the inter- 
vening years, far western Sisterhoods 
have been selfless in making the effort 
and meeting the cost. whether per- 
sonally or from Sisterhood treasuries. 
of having delegates in attendance at 
Midwestern and Eastern Biennial 
Conventions. I am sure it is not neces- 
sary for me to stress that it should be 
a matter of honor for all Eastern and 
Midwestern Sisterhoods to plan now 
to have full delegations in Los Ange- 
les. If necessary, special fund-raising 
affairs should be held, and_ special 
savings plans instituted for this pur- 
pose. Los Angeles is the largest grow- 
ing Jewish community of America 
and one of the largest not only of this 
country but of the world. The Ameri- 
can Reform movement on the West 
Coast is a richly flourishing one. All 
of us will have much to give, and more 
to learn, by attending our first West- 
ern Biennial in more than a quarter 
of a century.” 


Sisterhood Topics, AMERICAN JUDAISM 
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Within These Walls 


NFTS Prepares Filmstrip 
of House of Living Judaism 





Fax UNION HOUSE OF LIVING JUDA- 
iSM-BERG MEMORIAL stands on the cor- 
ner of East 65th Street and Fifth 
Avenue in New York City. It is a beau- 
tiful building, having been awarded a 
certificate for its architectural merit 
by the Committee on Architectural 
Awards of the Fifth Avenue Associa- 
tion. 

Those Sisterhood members who have 
visited the building have come away 
with a feeling of elation that they were 
able to participate in its creation. To 
them, the building has significance far 
above the fact that it is the national 
center of Reform Judaism. They have 
read the inscription from Leviticus on 
its Fifth Avenue facade; they have sat 
in the beautiful Sisterhood lounge and 
have been awed by the loveliness of 
the chapel. 

Now, every Sisterhood member can 
have thé thrill of visiting the building, 
entering the lounge and chapel and 
looking at the beautiful religious sym- 
bols. And this can be done while at- 
tending a Sisterhood meeting at home. 
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For NFTS has prepared a color film- 
strip depicting a visit to the House of 
Living Judaism. The camera follows a 
Sisterhood member from the moment 
she enters the building until she leaves. 
It follows her into the Sisterhood 
the chapel, the Board of Di- 
rectors’ Room, the NFTS President’s 
Room, the study of Dr. M. N. Eisen- 
drath, and even into the work areas 
which are not open to the public. 
These pictures recapture the beautiful 
glowing color and the lovely details of 
the original. 

All Sisterhoods should show this 
filmstrip at one of their meetings. 
Those who have contributed their full 
quota of $10 per member to the House 
of Living Judaism will be truly proud 
to have contributed their share to this 
magnificent center of Reform Judaism. 
Those Sisterhoods which have not yet 
fulfilled their quotas will find their 
members inspired to do so by the 
beauty of the building. 

Title of the filmstrip is “Within 
These Walls.” 


lounge, 








THE ILLUMIN. ATED PARC HMENT Pi AQUE on the east wall of the 
Sisterhood lounge on which are recorded the names of Sisterhoods com- 
pleting their quota to the House of Living Judaism. From the NFTS 


filmstrip, “Within These Walls.” 
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NFTS Cooperates 
in Celebration 
of Tercentenary 


Is SEPTEMBER, 1654, twenty-three 
Jews, the first to set foot on the soil 
of North America, landed in New Am- 
sterdam. Today, three hundred years 
later, we are celebrating that historic 
event. 

NFTS, like other national Jewish 
organizations, is cooperating in the 
celebration. A_ filmstrip, “Through 
the Years: Jewish Women in Ameri- 


can History,” has been prepared 
by NFTS. In beautiful, vibrant col- 
ors, the original illustrations tell 


the story of the heroic early settlers, 
of the loyalty and devotion of Jewish 
women during the Revolutionary and 
Civil Wars, and of the reformers, edu- 
cators and social workers who devoted 
their lives to creating a better life for 
all. The filmstrip deals with such wo- 
men as Rebecca Gratz, Ernestine Rose, 
Emma Lazarus and Henrietta Szold, 
as well as with the hundreds of women 
whose names have not been recorded 
but who through their daily lives 
showed themselves to be “women of 
valor.” 

In addition, the Sisterhood Art Cal- 
endar for 5715 (1954-55), like the Art 
Calendar for the previous year, is dedi- 
cated to the Tercentenary. It is hand- 
somely illustrated with original art 
work from filmstrips depicting the set- 
tlement of the Jews of New Amster- 
dam, Haym Salomon’s contribution to 
the American Revolution, the philan- 
thropic and patriotic actions of Judah 
Touro and the efforts of Dr. Isaac 
Mayer Wise to organize the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations and 
to train rabbis, as well as other illus- 
trations of historic significance. 

In addition to its esthetic appeal and 
historic interest. the calendar has great 
utilitarian value. It lists Jewish and 
secular holidays as well as weekly 
Bible readings. The space for noting 
engagements and the easily manage- 
able spiral binding make the Art Cal- 
endar a welcome addition to the desk 
of any busy person. 

Every Sisterhood member will wish 
to have a copy of this calendar on her 
desk as will many other members of 
the community. 
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The Best Program I Ever Witnessed” 


Sisterhoods throughout the country produce many stimulating programs during 
the year. Because it was felt that other Sisterhoods would like to know about 
these programs, NFTS sent out a request to a random sampling of Program 
Chairmen for information concerning the most interesting program they eyper 
witnessed. The letters printed below were among the responses received. 


In Celebration of the 
Tercentenary 


IN CELEBRATING the forthcoming Ter- 
centenary, the theme of the year was 
“Three Hundred Years of Judaism in 
America.” The last program in the 
series, presented at our May Breakfast 
featured “Three Hundred Years of 
Jewish Festivals in America.” Depict- 
ed were the celebrations of four festi- 
vals during four centuries, beginning 
with the Seventeenth, in the homes of 
Moses Carvalhos, Benjamin Nones, 
Uriah Levy and Rebecca Kohut, The 
tables were set in the tradition of the 
holidays, with the candlesticks, pit- 
chers, etc., of each period. 

The members of our pre-school class 
and their mothers recited the bless- 
ings, sang the festival songs, clad in 
the costumes of the day. 

Mrs. Lewis Satitow, B'rith 
Sholom Temple Sisterhood, 
Springfield, Ill. 


A Program for 
Churchwomen 


THE FINEST PROGRAM our Sisterhood 
ever produced was an original musi- 
cal tableau written, staged and _ nar- 
rated by our cantor’s wife, Mrs. Mau- 
rice Chesler. The program was given 
at a regular meeting to which we 
invited the women of local church 
groups in an effort to further under- 
standing between us. The theme of 
the play, “How Deep Our Roots,” 
stressed the contributions made _ by 
Jews in America for 300 years as seen 
by the wives of some famous Jewish 
men. That it was well received was 
attested to by the spontaneous rising 
of the audience at the finale and the 
requests by some of the churchwomen 
for permission to repeat it for their 
groups. 
Mrs. Leo Biumserc, Sister- 
hood of Temple Beth Israel, 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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Holyday Fashions 


THE PROGRAM evoking the most en- 
thusiasm from our Sisterhood was “A 
Festival of Fashions,” held last year. 
There were two reasons: the members 
of the other Sisterhoods of the city 
were invited as our guests to a lun- 
cheon, the first time such an expres- 
sion of Jewish good will was voiced 
in the community, resulting in a fine 
spirit of understanding that augurs 
well for the future. Secondly, the pro- 
gram itself, a fashion show with an 
original script by one of our members, 
Mrs. Harold Baumrind, depicting 
what the average Sisterhood member 
should do and wear for the Jewish 
holydays and Sisterhood activities, 
touched deep emotions of religious de- 


votion, human tenderness, and ex- 
pressed the basic joy inherent in 
Judaism. 


The audience was deeply moved as 
a mother, in gratitude and hope, kin- 
dled the Sabbath candles, while the 
narrator read, “She echoes her heart- 
felt thanks for the blessings of the past 
week and her earnest prayers that 


God be with her family in the week to 
come.” 

They laughed heartily at the North 
Pole costumes of the women taking 
care of the thrift shop in a store with- 
out heat, and there was hardly a dry 
eye as the bobby soxer became the 
lovely bride. And so it went through- 
out the calendar of holydays and ac- 
tivities. 

Mrs. ALLAN TARSHISH, Sister- 
hood of Temple Kohal Ka- 
dosh Beth Elohim, Charles- 


ton, South Carolina 


““SGound Off, 
Sisterhood’ 


THE BEST PROGRAM presented here this 
year was given on the occasion of our 
annual Donor Luncheon and was en- 
titled, “Sound Off, Sisterhood.” Writ- 
ten, produced and enacted by mem- 
bers, this presentation wittily brought 
to life the dream of a frustrated gift 
shop chairman, driven to drink and 
phenobarbitol by an eternally “slack 
season.” In her dream our sales-bent 
lady seeks out a sharp TV agent who 
forthwith conjures up television shows, 
complete with commercials, that could 
be applied to her wares. A chorus ap- 
pears to sing original lyrics. 
Mrs. Louts FREED, Keneseth Is- 
rael Sisterhood, Allentown, 
Pa. 


PERS: 





CIVIL DEFENSE headquarters, Flint, Michigan, is staffed by members of 
Temple Beth El Sisterhood. Volunteers included (from left) Mrs. H. H. 
Keston, Mrs. Bernard Dickstein, and Mrs. Hyman Loikrec. 
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GRANT US PEACE, 
THY MOST PRECIOUS GIFT 


by Mrs. Albert Farber 


‘And the work of righteousness shall be peace and the 
effect of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever.” 


A. WE READ THESE WORDS TODAY we 
can feel man’s search for peace stretch- 
ing back throughout the ages. Yet to- 
day we are no nearer to attaining the 
goal than were our ancestors in the 
days of the prophets. Though all of us 
dread war and fear all of its conse- 
quences, can we honestly say we love 
peace? Perhaps we have lost sight of 
the very meaning of the word “peace.” 
To many it simply means an absence 
of war, an absence of mass destruction 
of man. We fail to see that peace is a 
far more positive force than a mere 
absence of aggressive action. 

The United Nations offers us our 
strongest hope for maintaining peace. 
It may be true that its machinery is 
not yet’ perfect; that its member na- 
tions may not all be as sincere as we 
would like them to be in their efforts 
toward peace; nevertheless, it is the 
best machinery we have at the present 
time. Since this is true, we must con- 
tinue to support it while searching for 
ways in which to strengthen it. 

The month of October which marks 
the anniversary of the founding of the 
United Nations should be marked, in 
our Sisterhoods. by increased activity 
for understanding the UN and helping 
to gain popular support for it. | should 
like to feel that every Sisterhood is 
going to focus attention on the UN. 
This might be accomplished through 
seminars, and through a cooperative 
effort in the community. in which Sis- 
terhoods take the initiative. for the 
observance of UN Day. October 24. 
Committees should be set up which 
would take care of the invitations, pub- 
licity, speakers, luncheons, etc. Once 
the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations meet together it is quite 
probable that you will have created a 
cohesive force in the community whose 
interest is working for peace. It is nec- 
essary to see that responsibilities are 


Mrs. Farber is chairman of the NFTS 
Committee on Peace and World Relations. 
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divided among the different organiza- 
tions, in order to avoid any single 
group feeling slighted. 

An alternative to the above plan is 
to have a program for which the Sis- 
terhood assumes full responsibility and 
then invites the rest of the community 
to attend. Invitations must be followed 
up with telephone calls or personal 
contact, since an invitation alone does 
not create a feeling of warmth and 
welcome. The most successful semi- 
nars which I have attended lasted from 
10:30 until 3:00 p.m., with an hour for 
lunch, served on the premises. The fol- 
lowing is a suggested program: 


10:30-12:00 — General assembly 
which may meet in the temple or 
church. Brief religious service followed 
by a single speaker who presents the 
general picture of the UN or a panel 
of speakers with each one presenting 





the work of one of the specialized 
agencies. 

12:00-1:00—Lunch. A good time for 
socializing and bringing the various or- 
ganizations closer together. 

1:00-2:00 — Group breaks up for 
workshops or round table discussions. 

2:00-3:00 
reports of various workshops are given. 


General meeting at which 


At this time there may be suggestions 
made for further activity. 


Such a program may serve as an in- 
troduction to UN problems. We will 
be hearing much during the next year 
about revision of the Charter. After a 
Sisterhood has established a working 
group it may be possible to continue 
with this group to make a study of 
Charter revision. Such a concerted ef- 
fort can result not only in increased 
attention to the problems of the UN, 
but in a strengthened sense of brother- 
hood as all groups get to know and 
understand each other while working 
to attain the goal of peace. 





Happy New Year! 
The officers of the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
extend their warm wishes for a 
New Year filled with health and 
joy. 














“ ee #8 
TEA CELEBRATING NATIONAL UNIONGRAM DAY at Sisterhood of 
Temple Emanu-El, Dallas, Texas. Admiring the unique centerpiece are 


(from left) Mrs. Robert I. Ross, Mrs. William Saffer and Mrs. Abe H. Fink. 
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THE WATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 








Brotherhood Section 


formerly "The Gewish Layman 


Official Publication of 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 


and its JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 838 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 





Southeast Regional 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1 at Miami 


ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED 
for an outstanding Southeastern Broth- 
erhood Regional Convention October 
30-November 1 at the Monte Carlo 
Hotel in Miami Beach. Delegates are 
being assigned by temple men’s clubs 
in Florida, Alabama, Georgia and 
South Carolina, although a number of 
clubs in other states are expected to be 
represented. Miami area brotherhoods 
have planned a program of hospitality. 
Robert Myers, Jacksonville, NFTB 
Board Member, is chairman, and 
Morton Grant, Miami, co-chairman. 


Western Regional 
Feb.10-I12atLosAngeles 


A WesTERN BroTHERHOOD REGIONAL 
Convention will be held February 10- 
12, 1955, at the Clark Hotel in Los 
Angeles. A full scale program has 
been worked out by the Southern Cali- 
fornia Council of Temple Brother- 
hoods. headed by J. Robert Arkush, 
of Los Angeles. NFTB vice-president. 
Delegates cre being assigned by clubs 
in the Southern California, Western 
and Rocky Mountain Regions. Mem- 
bers of other brotherhoods who will 
be in Los Angeles for the UAHC- 
NFTS Biennial Convention February 
13-17 at the Statler Hotel are welcome. 


Welcome, 
New Affiliates 


Plainfield, N. J.. TEMPLE SHOLOM 
MEN’s CLUB, Pres., Dr. Milton A. Levy; 
Van Nuys. Calif... TEMPLE JUDEA 
BROTHERHOOD, Acting Secretary, Jo- 
seph Friedman; Rochester. N._ Y.. 
TEMPLE BRITH KODESH MEN’S CLUB, 
Pres., Myer Braiman; Freeport. N. 
Y.. MEN’S CLUB OF UNION REFORM 
TEMPLE, Pres., Jerome B. Coleman: 
Margate, N. J.. TreMPLE EMETH SHALOM 
MEN'S CLUB, Pres., Jack Fleischman. 


22 


Where your NF TB dollar goes: 


@eeeeeeveet ee? 





N.ET.B. 
DEVELOP. 
& AIDS IN NAT’L 

ORG. 


ORGANIZATION 

OF NEW CLUBS 
& MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGNS 





KIT 
A supcet of $60,150 for the National 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
was approved for the 1954-55 fiscal 
year by its National Executive Board. 
meeting at Detroit, April 30- May 2. 


Services this provides to affiliated 
clubs are pictured above. 

Over the summer, NFTB issued an 
expanded Lecture Bureau announce- 
ment, recommending 220 qualified 
speakers for brotherhood meetings; a 
revised Program Guide; Temple At- 
tendance Kit; Publicity Kit; Service 
Bulletin and numerous other services. 

The NFTB now comprises 300 men’s 
clubs in temples affiliated with the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations. 

To help bring before its brother- 
hoods the record of the Jews in Amer- 
ica through three centuries, NFTB has 
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contacted a group of eminent Jewish 
leaders and authorities to present the 
history of American Jewry. past and 
present. These speakers and other ter- 
centenary program aids may be ob- 
tained through the NFTB Lecture 
Bureau. 

To meet a long-felt need for in- 
creased Jewish adult education, NFTB 
also is cooperating with the UAHC in 
setting up a new commission, with a 
full time staff to provide stimulation, 
guidance and materials for meeting 
programs and study courses. 

An expanded program of field serv- 
ice by the executive staff and Board 
members is planned for this year. 
Special attention is paid to clubs need- 
ing timely guidance and inspiration, 
and constant efforts are made to or- 
ganize new brotherhoods. 
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FREEDOM WEEK-END 


Au OVER AMERICA, Jewish laymen 
are setting aside one or two week-ends 
a year to enjoy their religion to the 
fullest. 

Such was the week-end of May 14- 
16. when seventy men. including seven 
distinguished rabbis, launched the first 
annual religious*institute of the Metro- 
politan Conference of Temple Broth- 
erhoods at Lieberman’s Hotel in pic- 
turesque Mt. Freedom in the Orange 
Mountains of New Jersey. 

The event was approached 
some doubt that business and profes- 
sional men would take time away from 
their busy schedules, family demands 
and the lure of social recreation to 
spend three days to pray, study Jew- 
ish traditions, and search their hearts 
and minds for a more meaningful way 
of life. However, heroic efforts to pro- 
mote the gathering were made by a 
committee headed by Irwin M. Flaster, 
of Newark, Conference president, and 
twenty of the sixty New York area 
brotherhoods were represented. 


with 


Inspirational Atmosphere 

From the opening dinner and Kid- 
dush an atmosphere of inspiration 
prevailed. and the men engaged ‘in 
profound discussions of measures to 
help create greater interest by more 
people in Judaism. 

At Friday night Rabbi 
Steinbach hailed as “a signal and sig- 
nificant experience” that this was the 
traditional Jewish Sabbath of Free- 
dom, and that it was being observed 
at Mt. Freedom. The Bible portion 
for this Sabbath contains the stirring 
words which appear on the Liberty 
Bell: “Proclaim Liberty Throughout 
the Land.” 


services, 


Bible Discussion 

The rabbi then led a keynote dis- 
cussion on “Religion in the Life of the 
Modern Jew.” which brought out that 
religion is the life of the Jew. What 
kind of a world would it be without 
Jews? The foundations of the modern 
world are grounded in Judaism, which 
expresses man’s noblest and_ holiest 
ideals. 

On Saturday morning, Rabbi Gold- 
stein headed a discussion on “The 
Bible and You.” He recalled that with 
the Jews of old every seventh year was 
a year of study and enlightenment in 
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the word of God. The Bible. he pointed 
out, is unsurpassed for profundity and 
literacy of expression, and its greatest 
blessing is that it brings inner peace 
and serenity of spirit. 


Torah Study 


excerpts of Bible 
passages were passed out for study 


Mimeographed 


and discussion. For example. Chapter 
12 of Ecclesiastes was analyzed to 
show that men should seek God and 
religion while they are young and can 
enjoy life. Then, they will have re- 
sources of faith when the flesh is no 
longer strong. The study also included 
the meaning of man, in Genesis, as a 
moral and human being: the quiet 
confidence of the 23rd Psalm. and the 
comfort of God to man crying from 
the depths of despondency, as in 
Psalm 22. 

“IT should like to see more learning 
and study of the Bible by Jews,” Rabbi 
Goldstein summarized, “and more 
teaching of the Bible to Christians by 
rabbis. Nothing is more important. 
Torah study is the highest form of 
worship.” 


Open Forum 


An open forum followed on “What 
Can We Do to Improve the Brother- 
hood Program?” led by Sylvan Lebow, 
NFTB executive director. Many pro- 
grams, projects and techniques were 
suggested, and with leaders of a score 
of brotherhoods present, a lively dis- 
cussion resulted. The crying need of 
the brotherhood movement was ex- 
pressed as being more devoted and 
better informed local leaders. 

After a premiere showing of the 

(Continued on next page) 


Faculty Report 


My VISIT CONVINCED ME of the great 
constructive possibilities of the proj- 
ect.—Rabbi Bernard J. Bamberg- 
er, West End Synagogue, New York 
City. 


IT WAS A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE for 
the rabbis 
think they received even more than 


who participated, and | 
they gave to the laymen who were 
there—Rabbi Judah Cahn, Temple 
Israel, Lawrence, L. 1. 


I HAVE NEVER attended anything of 
this sort that gave me as much satis- 
faction as a rabbi.—Rabbi Albert S. 
Goldstein, Tremont Temple, Bronx, 


N.Y. 


MucH WAS ACCOMPLISHED by way of 
intensification of loyalties. — Rabbi 
Edward E. Klein, Stephen Wise 
Free Synagogue, New York City. 


SUCH RETREATS are bound to stimulate 
our lay people to a realization of all 
that is worth while in our faith— 
Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman, Jem- 
ple Israel, New Rockelle, N.Y. 


THE MEMBERS OF MY OWN MEN’S CLUB 
attended amazed at how 
much they enjoyed the week-end, with 
its quite intensive program of studies. 
Rabbi Avraham Soltes, Temple 
Sharey Tefilo, East Orange, N. J. 


who were 


LET ME CONGRATULATE YOU on the tre- 
mendous success you achieved.—Rab- 
bi A. Alan Steinbach, Temple Aha- 
vath Sholom, Brooklyn. 








new Jewish Chautauqua Society mo- 
tion picture “Let There Be Light,” the 
afternoon was given over to rest and 
recreation. A special bookshelf of 
Judaica was arranged for those de- 
siring to read, and many of the men 
took selected volumes to their rooms 
for study. 


Musical Program 

Saturday night brought another of 
the Lieberman family’s delicious din- 
ners, followed by a beautiful Havdalah 
Service and a further treat by Isadore 
Freed, musical director, and David 
Benedict, cantor, of Temple Israel, 
Lawrence, L. I., on “Meanings of Jew- 
ish Liturgy.” For more than an hour 
they gave a thrilling presentation of 
universal Jewish liturgical selections, 
with varied shadings and inflections 
as sung in countries throughout the 
world. 

The group then broke up into three 
seminars—on Prayer, Study and Eth- 
ics, the three major components of 
Judaism. 


Prayer Cards 

Rabbi Shankman distributed NFTB’s 
colorful prayer cards as mementos and 
explained the significance of these 
beautiful expressions of our faith. 
Prayer in the temple and home, he 
said, evidences the constant effort of 
the Jew to improve the nature of man. 

Rabbi Bamberger’s group on study 
whetted their appetites for an hour for 
further study of the Talmud, and Rab- 
bi Cahn’s class discussed the Jewish 
contribution of Ethics, the moral back- 
grounds of the civilized Western world. 

After a refreshing midnight snack, 
informal discussions continued into the 
early hours of the morning. 


Outdoor Gathering 

That could have been dayenu, but 
the highlight of the program was yet 
to come. Perfect weather permitted 
the closing services and Sunday morn- 
ing discussion to be held outdoors, so 
everyone went home with a handsome 
sun-tan, as well as a spiritual glow. 
The topic was “The Challenge of Re- 
ligion in an Atomic Age.” 

Rabbi Soltes, who rendered yeoman 
service as moderator of the week-end. 
led off with a discussion of “Improving 
Relations between Christians and 
Jews.” How to do it? By personal con- 
tacts, better understanding, bringing 
Christians to an occasional temple 
service, through the Jewish Chau- 
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He restoreth 


your soul... 


1954 RIAL THEME—The importance of religious worship in family life 
provides the central theme for the 1954 Religion in American Life pro- 
gram, beginning in November. The slogan is taken from the 23rd Psalm 
of the Old Testament. Again this year, NFTB will spark a follow up temple 
attendance project, with a revised kit containing materials and suggestions 


for use by congregations and affiliates. 





MEMBERSHIP LEADERS 


Here are the leading clubs for 195354: 


City Club Members 
Brookline Ohabei Shalom 1401 
Pittsburgh Rodef Shalom 1304 
Cleveland Ansel Road 921 
Chicago Sholom 900 
Boston Israel 872 
Cleveland Euclid Ave. 706 
Great Neck 3eth El 700 
Detroit seth El 688 
Glencoe North Shore 665 


tauqua Society and through friendship. 

Rabbi Klein then concluded with 
the discussion of “How to Be a Better 
Jew.” How? By experiencing our re- 
ligion through regular attendance at 
temple services and proper prayer; by 


observance of Jewish customs and 
ceremonials, and by study. 
Future Plans 

A concluding discussion brought 


unanimous agreement that this type 
of meeting is outstanding and should 
be continued in the future. How big 
should it be? It was predicted that 
next year’s will be much larger. That 
also was the experience of the Balti- 
more Tri-Brotherhood Council, which 
had 113 out to its second annual ses- 
sion at Camp Louise, near Pen-Mar. 
Pa., June 11-13. However, it was voted 
to have one regional institute by the 
Conference each year and to recom- 
mend that each brotherhood have an- 
other one of its own during the year. 
What to call them? Institutes. That is 
the nearest definition of the Hebrew 
counterpart, Kallah. 


Chicago 
Detroit 

New York 
Dallas 
Baltimore 
Milwaukee 
Buffalo 

St. Louis 
Toledo 
Philadelphia 
Lawrence 
Toronto 
Brooklyn 
Baltimore 
St. Louis 
Memphis 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
Baltimore 
Columbus 
Hartford 
New Rochelle 
Newark 
Washington 
Houston 

Los Angeles 
Albany 
Philadelphia 
Providence 
Elmont 
Cincinnati 
Rochester 
White Plains 
Worcester 
Nashville 
Chicago 
Seattle 
Houston 
Minneapolis 
St. Paul 
Dayton 
Brooklyn 
San Francisco 
Chicago 


Sinai 

Israel 
Emanu-E] 
Emanu-E] 
Baltimore Hebrew 
Emanu-E] 

Beth Zion 
Israel 
Collingwood Ave. 
Rodeph Shalom 
Israel 

Holy Blossom 
Beth Emeth 
Oheb Shalom 
United Hebrew 
Israel 

B’nai Jehudah 
Shaare Emeth 
Har Sinai 

Israel 

Beth Israel 
Israel 

B’nai Jeshurun 
Washington Hebrew 
Emanu-E] 
Wilshire Blvd, 
Beth Emeth 
Judea 

Beth E] 

B’nai Israel 
Rockdale Ave. 
B’rith Kodesh 
Community Center 
Emanuel 

Vine Street 
Menorah 

De Hirsch 

Beth Israel 
Israel 

Mt. Zion 

Israe] 

Union 
Emanu-E] 

Beth Am 


Rockville Centre Central 


Newton 


Richmond 


Shalom 
Beth Ahabah 


658 
623 
564 
550 
548 
508 
500 
480 
475 
465 
435 
432 
43] 
427 
419 
419 
18 
418 
400 
400 
393 
392 
369 
361 
360 
355 
348 
346 
333 
330 
326 
325 
319 
316 
315 
31] 
31] 
309 
307 
295 
289 
282 
275 
271 
270 
269 
261 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 








Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


Annual Catalog 


THE 1954-55 Jewish CHAUTAUQUA So- 
CIETY CATALOG, just off the press, de- 
scribes the Society’s program in words 
and pictures. It contains a geographi- 
cal and alphabetical list of the 907 col- 
leges and 262 Christian church camps 
JCS has served, list of topics popularly 
requested, and excerpts of opinions of 
college and church officials about the 
JCS program. 

An innovation this year is a newly 
revised list of 100 Jewish reference 
books currently recommended for col- 
lege libraries by the JCS Book Com- 
mittee, chairmanned by Rabbi I. Ed- 
ward Kiev. It is the Society’s practice 
to donate these volumes to the colleges 
on request to supplement their shelves 
of Judaica. 


15 New Life Members 


FIFTEEN NEW $1,000 LIFE MEMBER- 
sHIPs in the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety were taken out recently by: Mrs. 
Harold W. Dubinsky, St. Louis, wife 
of the president, the first woman to 
become a life member; William H. 
Rosenfeld, Cleveland, vice-president; 
Silas Adelsheim, Pittsburgh, and Jo- 
seph H. Kukes, Detroit, Board mem- 
bers; Raymond K. Rubiner, Detroit; 
Joseph Nash, New York City. and the 


brotherhoods of Temple Emanuel, 
Montreal; Holy Blossom Temple, 
Toronto; Temple Judea. Philadel- 


phia; Temple Beth Israel, Houston, 
in honor of Rabbi Hyman J. Schach- 
tel; Temple Emanuel, Dallas, in 
honor of Rabbi David Lefkowitz; 
Temple Emanuel Brotherhood, Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif.; Temple Israel, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., their eighth, in honor 
of Charles S. Raizen, treasurer; Jew- 
ish Community Center, White Plains, 
N. Y., in honor of Bernard Williams 
Cohen, and Temple Beth Am, Chicago. 
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Where The JCS Dollar Goes: 


i /, LECTURES TO COLLEGES 


VISITS TO CHURCH 
SUMMER CAMPS 












RESIDENT 
LECTURESHIPS 


BOOKS TO 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


“DEVELOPMENT & 
ADMINISTRATION 
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A BUDGET OF $121,000 FOR THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 
was approved for the 1954-55 academic year by its National Executive 
Board, meeting at Detroit April 30-May 2. This will provide visits by 
rabbis to 450 colleges and 150 Christian church camps; accredited resident 
lectureships on Judaism at 20 leading universities, and 2,500 Jewish refer- 
ence books for college libraries. A “‘college without a campus,” JCS is doing 
much to build understanding and appreciation of Judaism through educa- 
tion. It is a partnership between the rabbinate and laity for improved 
Jewish public relations. Most of its revenues come from individual annual 
memberships of $10 and up, obtained by the temple brotherhoods, sponsors 
of the Society. 
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NEW JCS MOVIE 


“Let There 
Be Light!” 


= TuHere Be Licut,” a documentary motion pic- 
ture on the work of the Jewish Chautauqua Society, 
has just been released and is available for free show- 
ings to men’s club and other temple groups. Preview 
showings have been enthusiastically acclaimed. 

Narrated by Ben Grauer, noted commentator, the 
film was written by Sylvan Lebow and produced by 
Larry Frisch. It takes you on actual JCS college and 
Christian church camp engagements with rabbis and 
tells the fascinating history of the Society from the 
time it was founded by the late Rabbi Henry Berkowitz 
to the present. 

The movie is a newsreel type of documentary. It 
goes to Washington, where Dr. Philander P. Claxton, 
former U.S. Commissioner of Education, now 91 years 
old, tells why he as a Christian suggested that the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society send rabbis to lecture in 
the colleges of America. Then, Rabbi Julian Morgen- 
stern, president emeritus of the Hebrew Union College 
at Cincinnati, tells of his experiences as the first JCS 
college lecturer. Citations were awarded to Dr. Claxton 
and Dr. Morgenstern for these pioneering roles at the 
sixtieth anniversary convention of the Society in St. 
Louis last November. 


Scenes on Location 


The camera then shifts to the campus of Brown 
University at Providence, R.I.. for actual scenes of a 
typical JCS engagement of today. This includes an 
inspiring chapel address to the student body by Rabbi 
Jacob K. Shankman. of New Rochelle. N. Y.; a 
demonstration of the JCS program of education in the 
college libraries, and a dramatic informal session 
where some of the questions about Jews most fre- 
quently asked by Christian students are answered by 
the rabbi. 

Final scenes portray some of the warm human ex- 
periences encountered by a rabbi, Avraham Soltes, of 
East Orange, N. J.. on a week’s visit to one of the 
Christian church summer camps JCS has served. 

The title “Let There Be Light” was taken from the 
Hebrew words Y’he Or, the slogan which appears on 
the seal of the Jewish Chautauqua Society and sym- 
bolizes its objective to create better understanding and 
appreciation of Judaism by Christians and to help 
build a better democracy. 

The movie was filmed in 16mm. sound, black and 
white. It runs 20 minutes. A 14-minute version designed 
for television use also has been produced. The purpose 
of the 20-minute version is to enlighten Jews about the 
constructive work the Society has been doing. The 
14-minute version is intended to reach a Christian 
or general audience. 

For bookings, write to the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety, 838 Fifth Avenue. New York 21, N. Y. 
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THE DAYS OF AWE 
Rosh Ha-Shono 
and Yom Kippur 


What have I done this year to earn 
The grace of God, for which I yearn? 
Will pious deeds and acts of good 
Merit worth and livelihood? 


What have I done to win the way 

That leads to peace of mind, each day? 

What gracious thoughts have sown the 
seeds 

That grew to acts that kindness 
breeds? 


Have I inspired those I know 

In friendship’s ways, to act and go? 
Was my example for the good, 

And did I strive for Brotherhood? 


As parent, was I just and wise, 

Or did I as dictator rise 

And force on those I love, my will, 
Unmindful of resulting ill? 


To youthful minds, that answers seek 

In ways of life—some bright, some 
bleak, 

Did I with understanding skill 

Appraise the worth, and guide the 
will? 


What is my score? How do I rate, 
If I as judge my value state? 
Was it alone by spoken word 
That God my Adoration heard? 


In prayer, did I seek to find 

Forgiveness for the erring mind? 
Or did my heart unwise remain, 
Petitioning but for private gain? 


What is my worth as son of man? 
Have I lived up to hope or plan, 
That I, last year, did in resolve 
Prepare a way my doubts to solve? 


In truth, I know that I am weak, 
And for my errors, strength do seek, 
To right the wrongs and ease the cares 
That innocently, loved ones share. 


Oh God! Let me receive Thy grace, 
And let my soul Thy presence face, 
Contrite and wiser, humble, meek, 
Devoted, honest—this I seek. 


And as the Shofar sounds its call 

On Yom Kippur, I hope that all 

Who fervently have prayed, will hear 
“Thou has forgiven, Thy grace is near.” 


—Dr. Moses Joel Eisenberg 
Temple Israel Brotherhood 
Boston, Mass. 
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SAILORS STUDY JUDAISM—One of the most appreciated recent gifts of 
all the 35,000 volumes of Judaica donated by the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
was a collection sent to the U.S. Naval Training Center at Bainbridge, Md. 
Requested by Chaplain Garson Goodman, the books were put to good use 
by the student sailors. Left to right are Ralph Brown, Brooklyn; Leverne 
Farber, Newark; Albert Binder, Washington; and Harold Ephraim, Provi- 


dence. 





City 
New York 
Erie 
New Rochelle 
New York 
Memphis 
St. Louis 
Los Angeles 
Brooklyn 
Los Angeles 
Des Moines 
New York 
Charlotte 
Oklahoma City 
Chicago 
Hot Springs 
Pontiac 
Greensboro 
Philadelphia 
Birmingham 
Canton 
St. Louis 
Davenport 
Philadelphia 
Kansas City 
Milwaukee 
Brooklyn 
Hollywood 
Beverly Hills 
New York 
Detroit 
Lima 
Baltimore 
New York 
Lincoln 
White Plains 
Teaneck 
Pittsburgh 
Lexington 
Chicago 


JCS LEADERS 


% of Quota 


Club 
Israel 
Anshe Chesed 
Israel 
West End 
Israel 
Israel 
University 
Beth Sholom 
Isaiah 
B’nai Jeshurun 
Emanu-F] 
Beth El 
B’nai Israel 
Mizpah 
House of Israel 
Beth Jacob 
Emanuel 
Rodeph Shalom 
Emanu-E] 
Israel 
Shaare Emeth 
Emanuel 
Keneseth Israel 
B’nai Jehudah 
Emanu-E] B. J. 
Ahavath Sholom 
Israel 
Emanuel 
Mt. Neboh 
Beth El 
Beth Israel 
Har Sinai 
Central 
South Street 


Community Center 


Bergen County 
Sinai 

Adath Israel 
Beth Am 


208 
206 
175 
166 
164 
164 
160 
149 
144 
134 
129 
128 
128 
126 
125 
125 
124 
119 
118 
117 
117 
115 
115 
115 
115 
114 
113 
112 
111 
110 
107 
106 
104 
104 
103 
102 
102 
101 
101 





Los Angeles Wilshire Boulevard 101 


Harrisburg Ohev Sholom 100 
Pittsburgh Rodef Shalom 100 
Glencoe North Shore 100 
Newark B’nai Jeshurun 100 
Norfolk Ohef Sholom 100 
Spokane Temple Men’s Club 100 
Brooklyn Beth Emeth 100 
Houston Beth Israel 100 
Youngstown Rodef Sholom 100 
Altoona Beth Israel 100 
Mt. Vernon Sinai 100 
Louisville Adath Israel 89 
Troy Third Street 85 
Jacksonville A havath Chesed 84 
New York Tremont 3 
Sharon Beth Israel 83 
Waterbury Israel 82 
Chicago Isaiah Israel 76 
Chattanooga Mizpah 76 
Chicago Sinai 75 
Dallas Emanu-E] 75 
Chicago Sholom 75 


446 Colleges Visited 
by JCS Last Year 


A RECORD NUMBER of 446 college en- 
gagements by rabbis was arranged 
during the 1953-54 academic year by 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society. These 
assignments, ranging from a day to a 
week, were carried out by 222 different 
rabbis. In addition, JCS assigned rab- 
bis for week-long visits at 100 Chris- 
tian church camps last summer. 








Letters 
(Continued from page 2) 


replied, “My employees do what I tell 
them. How they do it is their business.” 

Fortunately for him, my successor has 
no children. 

How many congregations think they 
“own” the rabbi’s wife? How many re- 
gard the participation of the rebbitzin 
in all things as obligatory? 

A Curious Rassi 


To the Editor: 

The article paints quite an accurate 
picture of the “rebbitzinate.” And yet 
similar things happen to anyone in the 
public eye: the Sisterhood president, the 
Hadassah president, etc. Of course, with 
the rabbi’s wife, her conspicuity is 
chronic; her term is never over. Some- 
how, we rabbis’ wives are supposed to 
become specialists in lines linked with 
our husband’s profession. This does not 
happen in other careers: a shoemaker’s 
wife is not expected to be able to repair 
shoes, nor does the wife of a construction 
engineer get called upon to design a 
bridge. Perhaps what is needed is a train- 
ing school, or a training course, to help 
us meet the professional demands made 
upon us, 

Mrs. NatHAN HERSHFIELD 
Gastonia, N. C. 


To the Editor: 

A rebbitzin doesn’t really believe that 
her garbage is checked or that her phone 
is tapped, does she? We can only surmise 
that McCarthyism has affected her sta- 
bility. We, who are the wives of rabbis, 
must have strength to curb our own com- 
plaints, to avoid pettiness, to refuse im- 
possible demands, and to live within 
our incomes. Given this strength, many 
problems evaporate and we can concen- 
trate on giving care to the only person 
in the congregation who can’t get it 
from a rabbi: our husbands! 

Mrs. Bernarp BASKIN 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Zelig 
To the Editor: 

In a “Questions and Answers’ 
you trace the word zelig to the initials 
of zichrono livrocho (“May his memory 
be for a blessing”). 

Actually, the word is German and is 
derived from  seele, meaning “soul.” 
Zelig thus means “saved,” “deceased,” 
or ‘in heaven.” It is thus used extensively 
in classical German literature. 

Rasst Benno M. WaLLacu 
Merrick, New York 
(A similar comment was received from 


Rabbi Robert I. Kahn, of Houston.) 


’ 


column 


Synagogue Flag 
To the Editor: 

Thanks for devoting so much of your 
space to the feature about the Temple 
Isaiah flag which it was my pleasure to 
design. Despite those who assailed the 
idea of a flag i still think the banner is 
needed to add drama to our worship, 
particularly for children. Witness the 
churches, the medical societies, and chari- 
table funds who have vivified their causes 
through the use of flags! I think the 
chaplain’s flag, advocated by Rabbi Lev, 
is much too plain. As to Mr. Goodman’s 
objection to the “two angry lions” on our 
flag, which he felt were “anxious to get 
at each other’s throat,” that brings out 
a wonderful lesson which the flag can 
convey: the only thing that will prevent 
strife in the world are the Ten Com- 
mandments, which intervene between 
creatures bent on violence! 

LesTeER OPPENHEIMER 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 


Shocking Unawareness? 
To the Editor: 


Rabbi Shulman is somewhat pontifi- 
cal when he charges categorically that 
“there is a shocking unawareness of the 
fundamentals of Judaism in lay Reform 
ranks.” It is quite inequitable that the 
laity should be held solely accountable 
and the rabbinate entirely exculpated 
from responsibility. Unhappily, many of 
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our temples are concerned primarily wit! 
attendance at services, and, in order t 
secure as large a number as possible, : 
conscious effort is made to advertise so 
called attractive subjects of discourse t 
the exclusion of topics of ethical con 
tent. Of course, the announcement of 
discussion of Kinsey’s (to me) nauseat 
ing book will lure a larger number of 
hearers than a sermon on Pirke Ovos... 
But since when must the synagogue be 
interested in “box-office” results? Is it 
not rather the function of the syna 
gogue to “hold fast to that which is 
good”? And if a mere remnant, only ten 
good people, there be, dayyeny! 

Let our spiritual leaders shun mere 
popularity, which is but sounding brass, 
and confine their efforts to enrich the 
lives of those who are genuinely devoted 
to the ideals of our faith. 

AtrreD A. BENESCH 
Cleveland, Ohio 


What I Expect of a Sermon 
To the Editor: 


In one of your issues, several writers 
told what they expected of a sermon. 
No reply mentioned a central factor in 
this question: the method of delivery. | 
have heard dull subjects made glittering 
by a good delivery and the most popula: 
subjects made boring by a poor one. 
Sermons delivered in a monotone, 01 
read from manuscript, or delivered too 
bombastically are spoiled for me, no 
matter what their contents. Don’t your 
readers agree? 

E. Manon 


Chicago, II. 
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Regular or 

KING SIZE 
Portions 

Fish D’oeuvres 

for cocktail snacks 


NOW-try Mother's Kosher, Pareve MARGARINE 


from the spotless kitchens of 
MOTHER'S FOOD PRODUCTS, INC., Newark 5,N. J. 
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Rabbi’s Child 


(Continued from page 14) 

im quite a character. My Yiddish 
vocabulary, by the way, is twice Mar- 
ha’s. It includes not only “Oy, ge- 
valt!” but also “Nu?” 

Believe me, though, when I say that 
{ wouldn’t trade places with anyone 
[ know. R.K.’s learn to get along with 
all kinds of people, and as a result, I 
think they tend to be better adjusted 
when they get out into the world on 
their own. 


STEVE KAPLAN, 17, son of Rabbi 
Harry Kaplan, Columbus, Ohio —I 





significance of being a rabbi’s child. 
Perhaps this is a sign of normalcy. I 
have not found that my friends think 
of me as a “stuffy, overcultured brat.” 
I do feel, however, that R.K.’s develop 
more of an awareness of Judaism than 
others. 

Martha stressed some very minor 
advantages of being an R.K. Advan- 
tages such as meeting interesting and 
distinguished people, participating in 
social and cultural events sponsored 
by the congregation, and developing 
an appreciation of the traditions and 
values of Judaism are far more im- 
portant than confirmation gifts or 
school supplies. 
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ZIM ISRAEL NAVIGATION COMPANY. LTD. 


OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVES: AMERICAN-ISRAEL! SHIPPING CO.. INC 
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LEADERS OF RABBINICAL 
CONFERENCE 





OLDEST AND LARGEST OF NA- 


TIONAL RABBINIC ASSOCIA- 
TIONS is the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, whose _ officers, 
elected last June, are pictured above. 
President is Dr. Barnett R. Brickner 
(top, left), of Cleveland’s Euclid 
Avenue Temple. Dr. Israel Bettan 
(top, right), Professor of Homilet- 
ics at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, is vice-presi- 
dent. Dr. Sidney L. Regner (middle 
row, left), occupies the new, per- 
manent post of executive vice-presi- 
dent; and Rabbi Sidney M. Lefkowitz 
(middle, right), of Congregation 
Ahavath Chesed, Jacksonville, Fla., 
is recording secretary. On bottom 
row are Dr. Stanley R. Brav (left), 
of Cincinnati’s Sholom Temple, 
treasurer; and Rabbi Maurice Gold- 
blatt, Indianapolis Hebrew Congre- 
gation, financial secretary. 


INSPIRATION IS IN THE AIR.. 
Don’t Miss 

“The Message of Israel” 

Weekly Program of Prayer, Music, 

and a Stirring Sermon Each Week 
Over Network of American Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. Sponsored by Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and United Laymen’s Committee 
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CuurcH, STATE AND FreEpoM. By Leo 
Pfeffer. Beacon Press. $10. 


The man who probably knows more 
about the problem of religion-state 
separation than anyone else and who 
has done as much about it as anyone 
in courtroom and study room, shares 
his extensive knowledge and strong 
convictions with the public in a fat, 
valuable volume. Pfeffer, associate di- 
rector of the American Jewish Con- 
gress’ Commission on Law and Social 
Action, is a partisan in this issue, 
favoring the abolition of any connec- 
tion between government and religion, 
but his exposition is notably fair and 
objective. He describes the feelings of 
his opponents with admirable re- 
straint. A monumental book. 


THE PALesTINE ProsLem Topay: Is- 
rael and Its Neighbors. By Carl 
Hermann Voss. The Beacon Press. 
$1.50. 


Christian scholars, endowed with the 
added objectivity of distance and de- 
tachment, have often presented fine 
and fresh insights into Jewish prob- 
lems and life. Here is such an instance. 
Of great value is the concise and in- 
formative exposition on many aspects 
of the Israel questions: “dual-alle- 
giance,’ Communism among the 
Arabs, the internationalization of Jeru- 
salem, oil, and the Arab League. The 
reader can, within two hours of read- 
ing, gain a most comprehensive pic- 
ture of the current Middle East and of 
the history and turbulence which shape 
its life patterns. Written in question 
and answer fashion. 


THE GREAT SANHEDRIN. By Sidney B. 
Hoenig. Dropsie College. $5.00. 


This book should be required reading 
for those Jews and non-Jews who casu- 
ally bandy the word “Sanhedrin” 
about today in connection with the re- 
birth of Israel, and the possible mod- 
ernization of Jewish law. Scholars 
may—and undoubtedly will—disagree 
about the author’s conclusions. None 
can dismiss his argument or his docu- 
mentation without the most serious re- 
spect. This may be the definitive work 
on this scholarly subject. If not, it will 
take a superb volume to supplant it. 
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BOOKS BRIEFLY REVIEWED 


THE JEFFERSONIAN HERITAGE. Edited 
by Dumas Malone. Beacon Press. 
$3.50. 


A collection of thirteen radio scripts, 
proving that the problems which exer- 
cised Jefferson, Adams and Madison 
in the Eighteenth Century are the self- 
same ones which convulse our own 
society. The congregational stage group 
which can present one or more of these 
superb dramatizations will have in- 
structed and inspired its audience and 
will highlight the moral compulsions 
that must guide our generation. 


Race, Joss, AND Po.itics: The Story 
of FEPC. By Louis Ruchames. Co- 
lumbia University Press. $3.75. 


This informative volume includes a de- 
scription of the origins, history, and 
impact upon discrimination of the 
President’s Committee on Fair Em- 
ployment Practice, created by the late 
President Roosevelt in 1941. It also 
contains some analysis of fair employ- 





Publication date: September 10, 1954 





JEWISH HOLIDAY 
PARTY BOOK 


by Littian S. ABRAMSON 
and LituiaAN T, LEDERMAN 


@ A PRACTICAL GUIDE for the 
mother and teacher planning parties 
for children ages 5 to 12. 


@ EIGHT PARTY PLANS for the Jew- 
ish holidays — each built around a 
clever, original theme. Includes games, 
cut-outs, invitations, “what to serve,” 
etc. 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED — $1.75 


Send for Book Bulletin 
and Catalogues 


Bloch Publishing Company 


“The Jewish Book Concern” 


31 West 3lst Street, New York 1, N. Y. 





1854 © A Century of Service * 1954 








ment legislation on the state and mv- 
nicipal level. The author’s preoccupa- 
tion with the work of President Roose- 
velt’s Committee gives the book an 
unexpected aroma of ancient history. 
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MANY RESPONSES came to re- 
quest for a caption for above car- 
toon which appeared several issues 
ago. First prize is a tie between two 
Californians with the same _ idea. 
Co-winner Mrs. Monroe FRANDLER, of 
Temple Emanu-El, San Jose, sub- 
mitted: “Only two hours!” Mr. 
Jerry Isenserc, of Temple Isaiah, 
Los Angeles, sent: “What? He'll 
only be here two hours!” 

Honorable mention went to the 
following: 

Eric Davis, Temple Beth Miriam, 
Elberon, N. J., for: “Grounded.” 

SAMUEL P. HAaLpeNstTeEIN, Temple 
Israel, New York, for: “He says he 
can come any day except Sundays.” 

Mrs. C. D. Jacoss, Beth David 
Temple, Philadelphia, for: “Coming 
in on a wing and a prayer.” 

Sam Levenson (the famed comed- 
ian), Union Temple, Brooklyn, for: 
“First, he wants to know whether 
Captain Video is Jewish.” 

Davin Oscurin, Baltimore Hebrew 
Congregation, for: “He wants God 
for his co-pilot.” 

Mrs. Trupy ScHLesincer, Temple 
Emanuel, Beverly Hills, Calif., for: 
“He says they'll need rabbis 
Mars.” 

THEODORE SisKIND, Tremont Tem- 
ple, Bronx, N. Y., for: “It’s really 
for his grandfather’s sake.” 

Mrs. H. B. Sternserc, Stephen Wise 
Free Synagogue, New York, for: 
“Would you please tell Harris that 
Reform Judaism has nothing to do 
with reform school.” 

Leon WEINBERG, South Shore Tem- 
ple, Chicago, for: “I do hope 
you won’t emphasize the religious 
angle, as we are trying to give him 
a liberal education.” 
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